




MALLORN 3

' MALLORN is  the o f f i c i a l  jo u rn a l  o f  the T o lk ien  S o c i e t y .
E d ited  by Laurelindorenan Smial,  c / o  Steve Thomson, 134, Sheen 
Road,. Richmond, Surrey.t ■ ,v

Published by the To lk ien  S o c i e t y .
Copyr ight  t o  the Tolkien  S o c i e t y .  1971.
D u p l i c a t in g  by H a r t le y  P a t te r s o n ,  o f  ' F i n c h e s ' ,  7 Cambridge 
Road, B e a c o n s f i e l d , Bucks.
T o lk ien  S o c i e t y  membership: A ■

S in g l e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a t : p e r  annum 
Smial members- each -  a t : -  p. per annum.
Please  send this, y e a r ' s  subs NOW to  ̂ 21 ,  H arr ington  House, 

Stanhope S t r e e t ,  London N .W .1 .
This co v e rs  One year  o f  membership, w ith  M al lorn s  and 

B u l l e t i n s .  A l l '  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  are due NOW.
T o lk ien  S o c i e t y  o f  America -  B r i t i s h  Agent i s  A rch ie  M ercer ,  
o f  2 1 ,  T re n e th ick  Park, H e l s t o n ,  C orn w a l l ;  I th in k  t h i s  i s  h i s  
new a d d r e s s ,  and not as in the Let t e r c o l .

CONTENTS

E d i t o r i a l
L e t te r s  t o  the E d i t o r s .
Some Comparisons, by J.D . C o l l i n s .
J .R .R .T o lk ie n  : A B ib l io g r a p h y

by John A b b o t t .
Honey Beer ,  by Ian Shaw.
The R e l i g i o n  o f  a H o b b i t ,b y  Belladonna To.ok. 
Hippy v ersu s  H o b b i t ,  by Bellacjonna T ook . , , .  
Some Thoughts oh H ipp ies  find H o b b i t s ,

by Bob B d rs le y .
Wyngear, by James Ead.
B e l la d o n n a 's  Postbag.  .. . ... .'•

onwards -  R epr in ts  o f  M al lorn  1.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Cover The Dead King R i s e s ,  by A .R .F a l l o n e .
12th page Bryan T a lb o t .
16th Bryan T a lb o t .
20th  Bryan T a lb o t .
22nd John B. A b b o t t .
Back co v e r  Bryan T albot .

P lease  excuse q u a l i t y  o f  pl2 l i n o - c u t .  The d u p l i c a t o r  w o n 't  
p r in t  such l a r g e  areas o f  b la c k .
A l l  a r t i c l e s  f o r  the next  i s sue  by l a t e  August ,  p l e a s e .

3rd page 
4th 
.11 t h
13 th

14 th
15 th 
17th 
17th

20th
21st
25th and

" I  h a _  d u p l i c a t o r
ìave not  been a b le  

has broken 
t o  r e p a i r  i t  u n t i l  I

to  prepare 
down and- I

a B u l l e t i n  
don 'tr  want

because my 
to spend the £20

hear more about  my car  (which i s  a w r i t e -
o f f j "  from P h i l  Spencer'

s



EDITORIAL f o r  MALLORN 3 This e d i t i o n  o f  M a l lo rn  has f o l l o w e d
the o thers  in appear ing  l a t e r  than 

f i r s t  planned, t h i s  time due to  the p o s t a l  s t r ik e #  However, 
s i n c e  then th in gs  have gone more smoothly ,  and w ith  the ex tra  
time spent on la yout  th is  i s sue  is  perhaps b e t t e r  than the la s t*  
It  i s  a l s o  the f i n a l  m a i l in g  o f  the present  s u b s c r i p t i o n .  A l l  
members' should have r e c i e v e d  M allorns  1 ,2 ,& 3 ,  as w e l l  as v a r io u s  
Broadsheets  and B u l l e t i n s .  I f  you d i d n 11 ' g e t  M allorn  1,  y o u ' l l  
have had r e p r i n t s  o f  the major- a r t i c l e s  w i th  the l a s t  two 
M a l l o r n s .

C o n t r ib u t i o n s : '  a l l  a r t i c l e s ,  and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  are  welcome. To 
be p r in t e d ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  must be in b la c k  or dark ink ,  on 
w h ite  or l i g h t  paper,  w i th  no la rg e  b la ck  s p a c e s ,  and not  more 
than seven inches  wide .  As to  a r t i c l e s ,  anyth ing  r e l e v a n t  to 
To lk ien  or r e l a t e d  fa n ta s y  i s  wanted, at  any le n g th .  We'd l i k e  
t o  p r i n t  at  l e a s t  one book review  -  e i t h e r  s h o r t  or in  depth ,  
o ld  or new -  each i s s u e .  The l a t e s t  date f o r  I n c l u s i o n  in the 
next  Issue  i s  pr in ted  on the c o n te n ts  page,  and about a week 
b e f o r e  th a t ,  Laurelindorenan w i l l  ho ld  a m e e t in g ,  to which a l l  
are w e lco m e .A l l  the  1 m eetings  should be
r e p o r te d  in the next - -» 'B u l l e t i n ' » . .  - ; "

o f  any shops ip  t h e i r  
w i l l i n g  to  s e l l  
f o r  us ,  on a commision 
once ,  p l e a s e ( b e g  b e g ) ,  
peop le  who see "M allor  
s o c i e t y .
Treebeard im p or t -en t?  
beam hes i t -e 'r l t ?  I'm•.; vi *"

I b e l i e v e  that  •> the arrangements f o r
the A.G.M. are  now \  alV beg in ing  to  take shape
and’ w i l l  be , ;*■ d i s c u s s e d  a t  the next
committee m e e t in g ,  on Thursday. r^ :

Last  December, P ro fe ss o r  T o lk ie n  was in terv iew ed  on the BBG 
programme "'Now Read On". We had hoped t o  p r in t  a t r a n s c r i p t  o f  
t h i s ,  but i t  w i l l  have t o  w ait  u n t i l !  the next  i s sue  when we 
have perm iss ion  to p r i n t  I t .

F i n a l l y ,  we r e g r e t  t o  announce the death  o f  A le x  H oldschmidt ,  
e a r l y  t h i s  s p r i n g .  Our sympathies to  a l l  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  and 
f r i e n d s .

* .

A apace f i l l e r  by John B. Abbott
( a f t e r  0 .Nash)

Oliphaunte are u s e f u l  
f r i e n d s  . ■
equipped w ith  handles  a t  
bo th  en d s• , .

On Hipr-ies and H o b b i t s : -  p l e a s e ,  from now on,  noth ing  on th is  " 
w e l l -w o r n  s u b j e c t  un less  i t  i s  r e le v a n t  to L o tR .R e a l ly ,  t h i s  i s  
not the most important s u b j e c t  around. I f  your l e t t e r  t h i s  time 
has been ' c u t '  t h i s  i s  the r ea son .

;.If anyone knows 
area which would be 
c o p ie s  o f  "M allorn"  
b a s i s ,  t e l l  us a t  
s i n c e  the more 
the b e t t e r  f o r  the 

’Two questions .W as 
why w a sn 't  Q u ick -  
s o r r y  about  t h o s e . . .



LETTERS TO THE EDITORS With comments, f o r  the time being by
S t e v e ( ( . . . ) )

ARCHIE MERCER c / o  Harvey, 2 S t i t h i a n s  Row, Pour Lanes,
Redruth, C ornw al l ,  w r i t e s

Dear L a u r e l i n d e n iz e n s , Many thanks f o r  the MA.LL0RN • The c o v e r ,  
to  me., is  o b v i o u s l y  S t r id e r  -  though B e r y l ,  who has q u i t e  a 
crush  on S t r id e r  , says' t h a t 1 s not how she env isages  him at a l l ,

Dave / / / / / / / / /  Weldrake ( ( s i c ) )  on "Dragons" is '  ra ther  
r e m in is ce n t  o f  the "Man, Myth and Magic"  s t y l e  o f  treatm ent .  
A rch ie  Mercer on. L lasars  and L laesars  and th in gs  looks  
c o n fu s in g  -  but then c o n fu s io n  is  one o f 'm y  s p e c i a l i t i e s .  I 
must commend whoever cut those s t e n c i l s  on ap p aran t ly  c o r r e c t l y  
f o l l o w i n g  the v a r ia n t  s c e l l i n g s . ( ( Our t y p i s t  has a Welsh mother 
-  i t  was e a s y ! ) )

In the Great Debate between Belladonna and Faramir , the lady 
comes o f f  b e s t .  Far amir seems unsure o f  p r e c i s e l y  what h e ' s  
t ry in g  to, de fend ,  whereas Belladonna i s  in no doubt at  a l l  o f  
where her ta r g e ts  l i e l  She expresses  h e r s e l f  more c l e a r l y ,  t o o ;  
Faramir is  f r e q u e n t l y  hard to  f o l l o w .

Though somewhat l e s s  neat  o v e r a l l ,  the m agazine(or  " z i n e " ,  
as some sayl )has surv ived  i t s  removal and w i l l  no doubt proceed 
to  take r o o t  and f l o u r i s h  'mongst the g la des  o f  L o t h l o r i e n .

DAVE WELDRAKE 9 South View T errace ,  H i l l  Head, H a l i fa x  Road,
Dewsbury, Y o r k s . ,  w r i t e s : -

Yet again y o u 'v e  g o t  i t  wrongly s p e l t  (Shame on y o u l l ) .
Q uote :  " I t  should be ASTROLABE not  ASTOLiOBE. "  You m is s p e l t  that 
m is p r in t ,  l e a v in g  out an R.

I agree  w ith  A..R .Fal lone that  we ought to  have a few theme 
s o n g s .  There are  a few a l re a d y  w r i t t e n . . .  but I c a n ' t  see 
" B e l la d o n n a 's  Blues" or "Reggae w ith  Radagast" g e t t i n g  in to  
the top twenty.

Modesty prevents  me from sa y in g  anything  about my a r t i c l e  
on dragons .  A rch ie  M ercers  was fu n ,  i f  a l i t t l e  c o n fu s in g .  I 
s h a l l  have t o  read that  book sometime]]  The B u t t e r f l e y e  was 
O.K. In f a c t  i t  c le a re d  up a m is con cep t ion  that I 'd  had s in c e  
the age o f  s i x .  I 'd  always thought that a b u t t e r f l y  was the z ip  
on the s id e  o f  a Lurpaok. Out o f  B . T . ' s  postbag  the on ly  thing 
to  pass comment on is  the rough treatment that  Rosie Cotton 
must g iv e  to  her copy o f  LotR. I agree  that  a 3 0 / -  paperback 
is  t o o  b ig  f o r  com fort  but m in e 's  s t i l l  in good c o n d i t i o n  even 
a f t e r  I ’ ve read i t  tw ice  and i t ' s  been round a l l  my f r i e n d s .

And now those h ippy  a r t i c l e s .  F i r s t  I th ink  B e l la d on n a 's  
un fa ir  about t h i s  matter o f  d r e s s .  Like i t ' s  not important i f  
peop le  d ress  i n 1 c u l t i v a t e d  ragbag s q u a l o r '

" A l l  that is  go ld  does not g l i t t e r ,
Not a l l  those who wander are  l o s t . "

And whoever heard o f  anyone m entioning  sex  and Tolkien in 
the same breath  b e f o r e ?  I c e r t a i n l y  h a v e n ' t .  I t ' s  a good job  
I 'm one o f  these  sweet innocent  guys who knows nothing about 
sex !  _I always thought the Hobbit  was a f a i r y  s t o r y . . .

F i n a l l y ,  a po int  where I agree  w ith  Bel ladonna.  LotR i s  
"A moral: e t h i c a l  book f u l l  o f  the o l d - f a s h i o n e d  v i r t u e s . "  I f  
the.se are  the values  she h o l d s ,  I'm s h e ' s  not become a d r o p -o u t  
t o o .  A l l  that  modern western s o c i e t y  is  concerned about is  
power,  s ta tu s  and w e a l th .  Love has no p la c e  in the e s ta b l i sh m en t  
You can on ly  have l o v e  between i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and I f  they lo v e  
does  It.-,matter i f  t h e y ' r e  d r o p -o u ts  or ' s t i r i a g h t s ' ?



JOHN ABBOTT 32,  C o r n f ie ld  Avenue, Oakes, H u d d e r s f i e ld ,
Y o r k s h ir e .  HD3 4PY. ................. __.......... _____...........

Thank you v ery  much f  or' •s-end ing " The M allorn "  Mk I I ,  a l b e i t  in 
a long  c y l i n d r i c a l  form. Our sm a l l ,  s p h e r i c a l  postman must have 
ta<ken a d i s l i k e  to  i t /m e :  the e a g e r ly  awaited jo u rn a l  a r r iv e d  
in a s o r r y  c o n d i t i o n .  (( 'This i s s u e ' s  f l a t  -  i f  you want w e ' l l  
cut  o f f  the c o rn e rs  and make i t  round, i f  t h a t ' l l  h e l p . . . ) )

The cover was very  s t r i k i n g .  A .R .PallonQ .did a f i n e  p ie ce  
o f  work. ( I s  t h i s  Aragorn f o l l o w i n g  the Paths o f  the Dead?) I 
en joyed  the l e t t e r s ,  but  would l i k e  to see a t  l e a s t  tw ic e  th is  
number per i s s u e .  ( ( I f  we d o n ' t  g e t  more, w e ' l l  s t a r t  w r i t in g  
to  o u r s e lv e s  soon ,  you have be n̂ warned. . . ) )  One could not but 
respond in some way to  the i n v i t a t i o n  from CrutlOden and 
the E d i to r s  r e .  h e r a l d i c  d e v i ce s  (a c a l l  to  arms?) The e n c lo se d  
sheee ts  o f  m is ce l la n e o u s  items may o f f e r  the odd -  v e r y  odd -  
emblem. ((Some o f  these are s c a t t e r e d  about 'in the a p p r o p r ia te  
p la c e s  . . . ) )

A rch ie  M e r c e r 's  a r t i c l e  could  have been w r i t t e n  by Alan 
Garner, w ith  t i t l e  by Spike M i l l i g a n .  I l ik e d  i t .

o  vf. <ru.x; Tao/v'vL ]cUrvJx£*s **

cm WJififyvJUU. msnM'frrs*.

Cue c^acnA. c

a/ve '•------

R -  4&IL cW*J -  Vn. * Prsi-kcw^

sCmi u  : T>Ck , «uo<W  ¿ f  *3rtfei cwt^ KiX

Her s i s t e r  was even
more a t t r a c t i v e . ( There 
is  no mention o f  th is  
s i s t e r  in LotR:. The 
Dwarves; were' very  
s e c r e t i v e  about most 
t h in g s ,  and kept 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  q u ie t  
about t h e ir  women.
And no w onder) .

The shor t  rev iew  o f  "The Last Unicorn" made one t e l l i n g  
p o in t  -  the humour o f  LotR Is somewhat rare  and c o l d ,  a l though 
there are a few homely touches .  Yet provided  he goes on w r i t in g  
such m a s te r fu l  s t u f f  as the T r i l o g y ,  I fo r  one w o u ld n 't  ask 
JiiRT. to  wear a red nose or p r a c t i c e  a funny walk. I doubt i f



I s h a l l  seek out "The Last U n icorn " .  B e l la d o n n a 's  "H ipp ies  
or H o b b it s ? "  was ap lea sa nt  s u r p r i s e  and she made some v ery  good 
p o i n t s .  (R e a l l y ,  BT. did not do h e r s e l f  j u s t i c e  in the 
" B e l la d o n n a 's  Broadsheet"  o f  bygone d a y s ) .  The B u t t e r f l e y e  gave 
me q u i t e  a turn .  I q u i c k l y  turned the page and so- was unable t o  
br in g  my pow erfu l  mind t o  bear on the c o m p le x i t i e s  o f  Kieth  
B r id g e s '  e p i c . . , .  A .ft . F a l l o n e ' s r e p l y  to  B T . 'S  a r t i c l e  v/as 
m a s te r ly .  I'm s t i l l  comparing the two. There is  o b v io u s ly  much 
more d i s c u s s i o n  to comeJ

F i n a l l y ,  c ou ld  you p lea se  r e l e a s e  the name o f  the in sp ire d  
person who suggested  the t i t l e  "The M a l l o rn "?  It  could  not be 
b e t t e r  as a symbol:  a growing,  d e v e lo p in g  c r e a t i o n  w ith  o u t -  
r e a ch in g  b r a n c h e s . . .  ( ( I  rather fa ncy  the idea came from the 
Pardoes .  Correct '  me i f  I'm wrong) )  Our Mallorn even seems 
l i k e l y  to  c a r r y  i t s  complement o f  n u t s . . .

J .D .  COLLINS o f  COUNCIL o f  ELROND Smial ,  C .F .  Mott C o l le g e  o f  
E d u ca t io n ,  P r e s c o t ,  Lancs . ,  w r i t e s :

Love the ’ c o v e rs  -  more p lease  -  many non-members have n o t i c e d  
them and were i n t r i g u e d .  Hope the. l e t t e r s  pages w i l l  f l o u r i s h  
as some f o l k  (Like  me) h a v e n ' t  the wit  to  wax l i t e r a r y  on the 
world o f  Tokien,  nor "the knowledge to  a r t i c u l o r i s e  on th ings  
l i k e  "The Dragon" -  v e r y ,  very  good ,  by the way. A rch ie  
M e r c e r 's  th in g  on you-know-who and fa m i ly  is  q u i t e  stunning ,
I ' l l  probably  understand i t  when I read i t  again and a g a i n . . .

The Happy Hippy v ersu s  Hippy Hobbit  th ing  was ju s t  too  
much -  y e s ,  and no Bel ladonna,  o r ,  i f  you p r e f e r ,  no, and yes 
Faramir .  B e l la d o n n a 's  postbag  r a i s e s  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s : -  
how many f o l k  in The S ta te s  get  the "la-1 l o r n " ?  It  would be n i c e  
i f  maybe they a l l  d i d .  ( ( 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s  should b o o s t  the 
c i r c u l a t i o n . . .  A c t u a l l y ,  on ly  members o f  the B r i t i s h  Tolkien . 
S o c i e t y  get  i t ;  5 In the S t a t e s ,  and 2 in Canada.) )

AhJ Please  -  a p lea  to  anyone vaguely .. .musical.  Can you 
r e -a r r a n g e  the ’ tune o f  "God r e s t  you merry gentlemen" t o  f i t  
the chant "A E lb e re th  G i l t h o n i e l l "?  The f i r s t  l i n e  or so f i t s  
n i c e l y  and its  a tune we can a l l  s in g  w ithout  too  much t r o u b l e ,  
y e t  sounds a lmost  p la in  cbantishJ ( ( I  th in k  i t  goes b e t t e r  t o  
the tune o f  " G re e n s le e v e s "  m y s e l f .  You know, baa baa ba ba, 
bababa ba ba.-. . ...sorry ))

On "Mallorn  1 " ;  " B r i e f  Notes on H ero ic  Fantasy"  were 
e x c e l l e n t ,  can P h i l  e n la rg e  upon th is  p l e a s e ,  or have a r e g u la r  
s p o t  re v ie w in g  v a r iou s  books a l r e a d y  on the scene (Or e n te r in g  
i t ) ? ? . ?  r e .  B e l la d o n n a 's  r e v i e w ‘ o f  that Catherine  Stimpson book,
I l i k e d  i t . ( t h e  r e v ie w ) ,  even though I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  ab out  
the book i t s e l f .  A c ry  to  the h e a r t  though -  what i s  "Beorhtmoth? 
I assume i t ' s  some e a r l y  Tolkien work, but can one g e t  ho ld  o f  
i t ? ?  ( (See  the b i b l i o g r a p h y . ( Thank you JBA) . ) )

DAVID PEARSON 31, Main S t r e e t ,  S t .  Bees,
.( Cumberland, w r i t e s :

Many thanks f o r  Mallorn 2.  I th in k  a l l  the a r t i c l e s  were good,  
e s p e c i a l l y  Dave W eldpake 's  "Dragons" and the b a t t l e  between 
Belladonna and Faramir about the h i p p i e s .  Both seem to  b r in g ,  
out some v e r y  good p o i n t s ,  but t o  my mind Belladonna i s  more on 
the r i g h t  t r a c k s ,  and her p o r t r a y a l  o f  LotR as the op o s i t e  o f  
the i d e a l  world  o f  the h i p p y - i s  c o r r e c t .

The artw ork  was a l l  good ,  e s p e c i a l l y . the im press ive  c o v e r .
The most amusing p o in t  made was that  o f  R os ie  Turner, w ith  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  her s u i c i d a l  copy o f  the paperback LotR. I share 
her t r o u b le s  and a l s o  f in d  that  a f t e r  f r eq u en t  use the back 
cur ves. ,r ound. in t o  a s e m i c i r c l e  or w orse .  I have s o lv e d  my 
problems now, though, by purchase o f  the 6gns.  e d i t i o n . ( ( c o r l ) )

I th ink the on ly  - th in g - th e  magazine cou ld  w e l l  have done 
w ithout  was K ieth  B r id g e s '  " l i t t l e  d i t t y " ,  which d o e s n ' t  seem 
q u i t e  r i g h t  somehow1



David Pearson c o n t in u e s :  , , ,  , .
P h i l  Spencer makes an i n t e r e s t i n g  po in t  when he says in h i s

l e t t e r  t o  the editor . )  that he d i s l i k e s  a n a ly s i s  because i t  
bores  him and r e v e a l s  f a u l t s .  I would c e r t a i n l y  d i s a g r e e  w ith  
the l a t t e r  p o i n t .  A n a ly s is  o f  T o l k i e n ' s  works i s  one of my 
most a b sorb in g  h o b b i e s .  So far  I have w r i t t e n  ( f o r  my own 
amusement) 200 pages o f  a n a ly s i s  o f  e v e r y th in g  in LotE, The

and "Tom Bombadil" beg inn ing  w ith  A and B .  as y e t  1H o b b i t " ,
have never found any f a u l t s ; 
gone t o  w r i t e  these books is  
amazing; I th ink  i t  must be 
i c ism  about LotR.

the depth in t o  which Tolkien '  has 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  good and h i s  a ccuracy  

one o f  the reasons  f o r  my fh n a t -

ROSEMARY PARDOE 15, S e lk i r k  Court ,  W hit ley  Road,
London N17 6uF w r i t e s :

The Artwork -  what th e re  'was o f  i t  -  was good .  I e s p e c i a l l y  
l ik e d  the dragon.

The c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were i n t e r e s t i n g  and v a r i e d .  One or two 
p o in t s  about A lex  Holds cl imidt ' s rev iew  o f  Last Unicorn -  I 
agree  with him that i t  i s  a superb book. However I d i s a g r e e  
w ith  him when he says th a t "n o -o n e  e l s e  has ever heard o f  i t  : 
i t  has been reviewed in a number o f  f a n z in e s .  What's  more i t  
has been made in to  a song by Tyrannosaurus Rex ( She was born 
t o  be my Unicorn" 'on t h e i r  "Unicorn"  LP) -  a v e r y ,  v ery  good 
song as i t  happens -  I can reccomend i t .  " P o e t i c  l i c e n s e  changes 
1 b u l l ' in the book to ' b o a r '  in the song,  but apart  from that 
the song i s  very  much based on the book.

On the  "h ippy"  c o n t r o v e r s y .  My view is  that  the more peop le  
who e n jo y  LotR the b e t t e r  -  be they " h i p p i e s "  (no one has yet  
been a b le  t o  d e f i n e  that  term to  my s a t i s f a c t i o n )  or anything  
e l s e .  To a la rg e  ex tent  I agree  w ith  A .A • F a l l o n e ' s  arguments, 
but I th in k  they .w ere  a l i t t l e  d i so r g a n is e d

L e t t e r s : -  l e t ' s
em,

have MORE, 
so up) ( ( I agref 

few members

(Of course  you c a n ' t  p r in t  ’ em i f  
you d o n ' t  g e t  ’ em, so i n a c t i v e  members should wake 
e n t i r e l y -  the magazine tends to  be a monopoly o f  a 
because t h e y ' r e  the on ly  ones who w r i t e . ) )
AUDREY WALTON 25 ,  Yewdale C re sce n t ,  Coventry ,

Warwickshire CV2 2FF. w r i t e s :
Loved the cover  -  admired the f r e e - f l o w i n g  l i n e s  - . b u t  w e r e n ' t  
the"hands too  sm a l l?  I was s o r r y  when Dave Weldrakeis dragon 
a r t i c l e  ended, was jus t  becoming co m p le te ly  absorbed when -  hey 
Dresto  -  no morel m a t  a p i t y  as i t  was so i n t e r e s t i n g  -  the 
home d o c to r  paragraph d e l i g h t e d  me. A rch ie  M e r c e r ' s  fa m i ly  
s o r t  out was fun -  but ohl those Welsh names 1 Belladonna Took 
has a v ery  f i n e  w r i t i n g  s t y l e  and a c l e a r  head to  go w ith  i t .
I t o o  th in k  i t  i s  about time we g o t  our s u b - c u l t u r e s  s o r t e d  out 
and c l a s s i f i e d .

I thought  i t  a v ery  good touch to  f o l l o w  B e l la d o n n a '0
more than one 
I pre fer  
t o  fe '5 l  that

a r t i c l e  by F a l l o n e ' s .  I t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  to have 
p o in t  o f  view t o  churn over in o n e 's  t i n y  mind.
F a l l o n e * s  v i s i o n  o f  M id d le -E a rth  m y s e l f .  I l i k e  
someone s t i l l  has a poem s i n g in g  in h i s  s o u l ,  somewhere.. ;

S u r e lv  Middle  Earth h ies  on e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the Birmingham 
cana l  and not in the Y orksh ire  Wolds as. Dave Weldrake su g g ests?

HARTLEY PATTERSON F in c h e s ,  7 Cambridge Road, B e a c o n s f i e l d ,
Bucks, w r i t e s :

Dave Weldrake in "The Dragon" p l a i n l y  b a r e ly  touches on a la r g e  
s u b j e c t .  Chinese dragons ,  and the r e a l  dragons on oumatra. 
Makes a change from Unicdrnsl

Welsh m ythology ,  as in  A r c h i e ' s  a r t i c l e , ,  i s  something T'm 
ju s t  beg inn ing  to f ind  out about .  T here 's  some o f  It. in LotR, 
though m o st ly  hidden in the a p p e n d i c e s . . .Araw, the Lord o f  
F a e r ie  f i r s t  in troduced  p igs  t o  the world when he gave thorn 
t o  Pryder i  -  and Araw can be found in LotR i f  you l o o k  hard 
enough, in a p p r o p r ia te  d i s g u i s e



beH a rt ley  c o n t i n u e s : -  , ,
As f o r  the Great Hippy Debate - - t h e  Shire  seems^to me to

an e x c e l l e n t  model  fo r  a d ro p -o u t  s o c i e t y .  The minimum o f  
Governmental c o n t r o l ,  no laws except  those o f  common-sense.
A c h o i c e  between communal l i v i n g  (the  Tooks and the Brandybucks) 
and thè fa m i ly  u n i t .  Ho mass-media t e l l i n g  you how to  behave,  
d y n a s t y  f a c t o r i e s . -The H obbits  have indeed -dropped o u t '  in 
Shat events  o u t s id e  the S h ire  are  o f . n o  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  to  them, 
and they have no wish t o  be in v o lv e d .

JAMES (M ITHBA.HD IR ) EAD 29 U ttoxeter  Road, L i t t l e  S toke ,
Hr. Stone"  S t a f f s .  3T15 8QX. w r i t e s :  

Thank you for  M a l lo rn  2.  The whole s o c i e t y  seems t o  be g e t t i n g  
in to  p e r s p e c t i v e  now, and the ' s i n e  r e f l e c t i n g  a wider f i e l d .
A l l  the a r t i c l e s  proved i n t e r e s t i n g ,  as did the q u a l i t y  and 
o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  the i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and p oe t ry  in c lu d e d .  . •

Belladonna had seme good po in ts  to  make about Hippies  and 
TntR but so did Faramir. LotR is. not  the on ly  ' r e l i g i o u s  
book* inc luded  in the h ip p ie s  read ing  c i r c l e s .  Belladonna f a i l e d  
t o  p o in t  out that  in America a Tolkien c u l t  e x i s t s  e x c lu d in g  
h i p p i e s  where they chant prayers  to  E lb e re th  and TOLKIEN in 
^ t e m p l e s ' d e d i c a t e d  to  t h i s  type o f  w orsh ip .  I f e e l  that  these  
neople  are a g r e a te r  th r e a t  t o  the Tolkien i d e a l  o f  Middle  
Earth 'than ft group o f  h i p p i e s  who are l o o k in g  f o r  
forms -of r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  I f e e l  m y s e l f  that  LotR does 
br in g  about a r e l i g i o u s  awe to  those  who read i t .  These id e a s ,  
t o  S f ;  bubble  over In "L ea f  by N i g g l e " ,  which in  my i n t e r p r e t -  
a t io n  seems to  be the judgement o f  s o u ls  by a G o d - l ik e  and a 
D e v i l - l i k e  f i g u r e .  Perhaps p r o fe s s o r  Tolk ien  r e f l e c t s  part  o f  
h i s  own' t h e o l o g i c a l  id e a l s  in h i s  w r i t i n g  w ithout  r e a l i s i n g  i t .

Thanks a l s o  f o r  the sheet  o f  Runic c h a r a c t e r s ,  I have f o r  a 
w h i le  w r i t t e n  in the Runic characters,  and t h is  is  u s e fu l .T h e  
only  " th ing wrong i s  that mine are g r a d u a l ly  f a d i n g ,  as th ings  
using a P hotocop ier  usually ,  do .  ( (O f  course  be ing  Dwarf-runes 
and w r i t t e n  on paper ,  they may w e l l  turn, out to  be 
t o o  Like Elrond sa id  to  Thorin and Gandalf ,  you 11 have to  
wa?t Tor the r i g h t  moon u n t i l  they reap p ear ,  and even then only 
w h i le  the  moon is  out.^ Good l u c k ) )  . i

7Br oxburnRoad , Broadway l is ta te ,  
Warminster , W i l t s .

Many, many thanks fo r  the copy o f  -Mallorn 2 ' . My name seems to  
be a i l  over th is  i s s u e  in one way or another or s o  i t  se  .ms 
mv f a m e - a t - l a s t ,  e g o t i s t i c a l  eye.  I w a it  atremble fo r  tne 
r e p e r cu s s i o n s  from my a r t i c l e . ' (  (Y ou 'sh ou ld  by now e n 
acute  s t a t e  o f  s e l f A g r a t i f i c a t i o n . . . ) )

To a n a ly se  the z in e .  L e t t e r s  : Lin C a r t e r ' s  book on To lk ien  
is  by fa r  the b e s t  and, a p a r t  from a few mi=ta k ®= J Ì n l T s e e m s

a M r
m » t Ì o Ì e d nc r a Ì e I ' R w M t e r S od d S f ( i  which
I have read a l l ' t h e  way through four  t im es,  understanding  a ou 
t w o T o r d s  in s i x !  X c a n ' t  see  the co n n e c t io n  however w ith  Bob 
_ _ . , . n  ̂ t q q anothor contr  i o u to r  suB-uou  ̂ was
m o "  o? L s s  a rehash o f  the index and. appendix  o f  LotR. Graves 
b e v e r ° d i d  go in f o r  F in n is h ,  thank Cerridwen, or I would not  
never a i  g . ,,nd erstand more than one word in s i x  -  but I

1 * H o rs le y -s  a r t i c l e .  P h i l  i s “ other Unicorn l o v e r  -  
a°UI a l o n e  in d i s l i k i n g  th is  c rea tu re?  ((No -  JD C o l l i n s  says. 
f  that  h is  "Grop” - reckons the Unicorn is  the
"B e n e fa c to r  "o f  h i s  t o r i c a l  whitewashing” ; I p e r s o n a l ly  p r e fe r  
: ? J0 f ! °  ) )  t mean i t ' s  o n ly  a n i c e  white  h orse  w ith  a horn ,
a f t e r  a l l * . . .  Am I t o  understand you have not committed gre a t

A .R . (FARAIIR) FALLONE



s labs  o f  Tolkien to  memory and cannot r e c i t e  "E a r e n d i l  the 
Mariner v e r s o  by v e r s e ?  Shame.

In B e l la d o n n a 's  Postbag,  Dave W eld rak e 's  s t o r y  o f  the 
murderous Pop o f  the P ie t s  was charming, b u t , Bell  adonna ’ s  ̂
b racketed  comment as regards  Cornish miners and' gold  p r o s p e c t ­
ors was rendered h i l a r i o u s  due to  the p r in t i n g  e r r o r .  A l I 'm 
very  s o r r y  about the  m iss ing  word -  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know w h a t . i t  
was-, but I ' l l  ask B e l la d o n n a . ) )

Dave Weldrakes a r t i c l e  on'Dragons (most apt s u b je c t  f o r  
someone w ith  a Drake in h i s  name) was very  good ,  c l e a r ,  and 
i n f o r m a t i v e . " L l a s a r  Llaes Somethig and Family was cur ious  but 
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  having  some resemblance to  the m y t h o lo g i c a l  
d e t e c t i v e  work o f  Robert Graves in. the 'White G o d d e ss ' .  Has 
A rch ie  read ' I s l e  o f  the M ighty '  by Evangel ine  Walton? I f  he 
l i k e s  that  s o r t  o f  s t u f f  the book should p lease  him, b e ing  a 
f i c t i o n a l i s e ' d  v e r s io n  o f  the I r i s h  myths. As f o r  the other two
ar t i d e s  , ' n u f f  sa id  .

The review o f  "The l a s t  Unicorn" (d ra t t e d  c r e a t u r e ) .  I don-'^t 
agree  about there  be'ing l i t t l e  humour in LotR and more In th is  
book -  n e i th e r  work is  an attempt a t  a comedy. And I do not  
agree th a t  i t  i s  a b e t t e r  book than T o lk ien ,  a l th ough  the 
l i t e r a r y  standard is  about the same. Peter  B e a g l e ' s  book has 
been around for  q u i t e  some t im e ;  I read i t  over a year ago and 
was under the im press ion  that i t  was q u i t e  w e l l  known. I p la ce  
It  in my top ten o f  most eng ross in g  books read ... . .even though 
i t ' h a s  as a c e n t r a l  ch a ra c te r  one o f  those  w h ite -horned  g e e -
gees 3

Why should you l i m i t  the book reviews to  only one per i s s u e ?  
( ( . I t ’ s hard enough to g e t  l e t t e r s ,  l e t  a lon e  book rev iew s !  No, 
s e r i o u s l y  we'd l o v e  t o  p r in t  book r e v ie w s ,  and as many as we 
c a n ) )  I 'm ’ sure there a re  many members who would l i k e  to  read 
shor t  d e s r c r i p t i o n s  and c r i t i c i s m ' s  o f  books in. a s im i la r  
b ra ck e t  to T o lk ien ,  not n e c e s s a r i l y  new books but maybe those 
that a l o t  o f  p e o p l e 'h a v e n ' t  heard o f .

Another thought -  what about in form a tion  about the le a d in g  
l i g h t s  or l e s s e r  lu m i n o s i t i e s  o f  the S o c . ,  p erson a l  d e t a i l s ,  
n a tu ra l  h a b i t a t ( ( H e  means H o b b i t a t ) ) ,  haunts ,  maybe p h y s i c a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n s . . .  anyth ing  to render the S oc .  a l i t t l e  l e s s  f a c e ­
l e s s  to  th ose  l i k e  m yse l f .w ho  are  s tu ck  out In the w i ld e rn e ss  
far  from London and any chance o f  m eeting  other members. T e l l  us 
what s o r t  o f  c re a tu re s  you b e ; -  fo r  a l l  I know, S teve  Thomson 
may be a homogenous c r y s t a l l i n e  be ing ,  c o n s t a n t ly  v ibrating^  on 
the f requ ency  o f  atomic  hydrogen,  o p e ra t in g  h i s  ty p e w r ite r  by 
t e l e k i n e s i s . . .  ( ( T i c k ,  t i c k ,  b u z z * „ A c t u a l ly ,  t h e r e ' s  e ig h t  o f  
us in L a u re l in d o re n a n , c a l l e d , ,  from the l e f t ¡ C a r o l i n e  A l g a r , 
Matthew Kirknan, Rachael M e l la r ,  Susan P h i l l im o r e ,  E l i z a b e t h  
R u d d ,G i l l ia n  S m ith , ' Margaret Thackray, and l a s t ,  Steven Thomson. 
W e 're  a l l  in the 2nd year s i x t h  form at  s c h o o ls  in  K ingston .  
(T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  A - l e v e l s  in June)

A c t u a l l y , o u r  homogenous' c r y s t a l s  a rc  running at  
minimal output ju s t  now (^ even more than usual  ) )  and 
T e le k i n e s i s  was never one o f  our s trong  p o i n t s ,  which arc 
m ain ly  more in the l i n e  o f  s tran ge  meetings on the n o t o r i o u s  
Ham Common at  dead o f  n i g h t ,  t o a s t i n g  marshmallows and 
mushrooms ' ( ( l o v e l y  combination ))  over a camp f i r e .  So much
fo r  I n t e l l e c t  and h o b b i t a t .  Now for  
most a t t r a c t i v e  o f  our f a i r  maidens 
g e n e r a l l y  speaking  w e ' r e  a l l  p r e t t y  
males?  w e l l ,  a l l  1 can say is  there  
address  any a p p l i c a t i o n s  to  j o i n  to

a d e s c r i p t i o n : -  
is  fine

by far
E l i z a b e t h  , but 

fa b u l o u s .  As f o r  the 
.are two few o f  them, 

Steve ( (  I ' v e  g o t  a

the

f e e l i n g  he o n ly  l e t s  the females  j o in  and v e t o s  the r e s t ) ) .



SOME COMPARISONS.
J .D . C o l l i n s

B efore  I s t a r t  -  I know I have only  read "The Narnia 
C h r o n i c l e s "  and the three Garner books ,  but y o u ’ re g e t t i n g  th is  
anyway.

Coming a l l  a t  once in t o  the realms o f  f i c t i o n  other  than the 
standard S c l  F i  ty p e ,  one n o t i c e s  that  i t  is  much harder to  
c re a te  another world  than t o  w r i t e  a s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  S . F . n o v e l .  
To c r e a t e  a t r u l y  v i a b l e  o ther  w o r ld ,  i t  is  no use merely to  
s e t  your s to r y  in  another world  geography,  or t o  have wierd  and 
p e c u l ia r  p e o p le s .  One has to  capture  th a t  sense  o f  something 
fa r  more d eep ly  I n t e r fu s e d ,  a r e a l i t y  w ith  which t o  c l o a k  your 
a l i e n  p e o p le s '  m o t iv e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  and lands .  And most important 
o f  a l l ,  you must Invo lve  the f e l l o w  t r a v e l l e r  in the f a t e  o f  
your wor-Ed.

The standard method f o r  d o in g  th is  seems to  be some s o r t  o f  
Adventure ,  which you f o l l o w ,  or o th erw ise  in v o lv e s  you in the 
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  that w or ld .  In Middle  Earth o f  cou rse  we have two 
main ad ventures :  B i l b o ’ s and F ro d o ’ s -  plus o f  n e c c e s s i t y  th e ir  
a t tenda nt  minor s k i rm is h e s c ,  These p ro v id e  the prime means o f  
e x p l o r i n g  the t e r r a i n  o f  M idd le  Earth ,  and in the Narnia t a l e s  
adventure once again c a r r i e s  the can. But here there  Is the 
knowledge that Narnia is_ an other w o r ld ,  u n l ik e  Middle  Earth 
wherein we " l i v e " .  There Is another i n t e r e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e ;  
in Narnia the va r iou s  c h i ld r e n  seem to  be f a i r l y  f r e e  agents 
( o n ly  in "The S i l v e r  Chair" is  any compulsion p laced  on them) 
and take up s id e s  as they w i l l .  In ' th e  Rings o f  course  Frodo 
does choose h i s  fa t e  f r e e l y ,  but one f e e l s  that  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  
pressures  are  put on him, and a f t e r  a l l  the Ring HAD to  be 
d e s t r o y e d .  Once t h i s  compulsion is  in motion the fu r t h e r  
happenings proceed in q u i te  a l o g i c a l  manner.

What then do these  adventures  r e v e a l ?  In the Narnia C h ro n ic le s  
one f e e l s  that  the f a c e t s  o f  Narnia r ev ea led  through the 
c h i ld r e n  are c rea ted  on the sp o t  by Lewis,  though any d i s b e l i e f  
thus engendered is  removed by L ew is ’ s humour, and t o  a great  
e x te n t  rendered a c c e p t a b l e  by the c h r o n o l o g i c a l  nature o f  the 
books .  Anyway, who cares  I f  i t ' s  a b i t  odd in p l a c e s ?  i t ' s  the 
s t o r y  that  counts? Such f r i v o l i t y  has no p lace  in Middle  E arth ,  
ordered as i t  is  by i t s  h i s t o r y ,  c a r e f u l l y  c o l l a t e d  and re v e a le d  
in d r ib s  and drabs throughout the s t o r y .  I t  is  t h i s  almost 
p a i n f u l  documentation which s e t s  ' th e  Rings above i t s  f e l l o w s  
( f o r g i v e  me i f  I h a v e n ' t  read C ab e l l  e t c . )  and p rov id es  almost 
end less  o p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  the reader to  become in v o lv e d .  One is  
f r e e  to  wander through the whole h i s t o r i e s  o f  four  r a c e s ,  two 
c o n t i n e n t s ,  the power o f  ^ v i l ,  and the Three Ages o f  the World.  
The s t o r y  Is  s p r in k le d  w ith  a l l u s i o n s  to  these v a r io u s  p a s t s ,  
m ost ly  in the form o f  assumed knowledge or names s oken w ith  
obvious s i g n i f i c a n c e :  " E l e n d i l ? " ,  "A ' .Elber eth"  e t s .  But 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  Gandalf  or Aragorn or other w i l l  g iv e  us (v ia  the 
H ob b its )  a potted  h i s t o r y  l e c t u r e  to  f i l l  us in .  These 
h i s t o r i c a l  b a ck f la s h e s  occur in Narnia t o o ,  but the essence  o f  
r e v e l a t i o n  in Narnia is  a c t i o n .  I t  is  easy  t o  see that  the 
methods o f  r e v e a l i n g  the World so  fa r  mentioned are  v ery  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  to  the  p l o t ;  we may need to  know the h i s t o r y  o f ,  sa y ,  
Mordor, in order to  continue  the journey  or f i g h t .  This is  
c l e a r l y  o f  im portance ;  no p l o t  -  no jo u r n e y -  no d i s c o v e r y .  Even 
more s o  in Narnia, we can on ly  ex p lo re  that  world by adventure 
in N a rn ia 's  t e r r a in  and through N arn ia 's  t ime.

But f o r  Middle  Earth there  i s  yet  another  method, perhaps 
the most pow erfu l  d e s c r i p t i v e  method there  i s :  P o e try !  I n c r e d i b l y



there  are n e a r ly  s i x t y  poems, chants and s im i la r  in ' t h e  Rings 
a lo n e l  Ranging from t a n t a l i s i n g  g l im pses  o f  past  heroism (The 
Lay o f  G i l - g a l a d .  And I f i n d  i t  t a n t a l i s i n g  even i f  you d o n ’ t )  
t o  the e p i c  poems o f  E a r e n d i l  and Nimrodel .  Prom the homely 
f r e s h  a i r  p lea su res  o f  H obbits  to  the In ca n ta t ion  o f  the One 
RingJ Whole s t o r i e s  are encompassed by these  i n c i d e n t a l s ,  and 
more, they capture  as noth ing  e l s e ,  the atmosphere o f  Middle  
Earth .

Somewhere at  the beg in n in g  o f  t h i s  I mentioned those  Garner 
books.. W e l l ,  here  I go :  t o  me they l i e  s q u a r e ly  in the realm o f  
c h i ld r e n s  f i c t i o n ,  jus t  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  then the Famous F ive  
books .  There ju s t  I s n ’ t any meat in them. C a d e l l in  (G a rn er 's  
w iza rd )  seems s l i g h t l y  com ic ,  he c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ' t  in s p i r e  any 
c o n f i d e n c e  in me at  a l l .  His Elves are  l i k e  a bad dream, i t  is 
on ly  h i s  Dwarves who have any sembleance o f  r e a l i t y .  And what 
o f  G arn er 's  other  world? Yes ,  I know the s t o r y  i s  s e t  in our 
w or ld ,  and the m ag ica l  elements are on ly  p r o j e c t i o n s  from 
o u ts id e  -  or outwhen -  but t h e i r  impact on me and my world 
(a p a r t  from i t s  r e le v a n ce  to  the p l o t )  was v i r t u a l l y  non- 
e x i s t a n t .  I t  i s  on ly  the Old Magic In "The Moon o f  Gomrath" 
which moves me, and th is  by nature o f  Old Magic not G arner 's  
ha nd l ing  o f  i t  in the s t o r y .

‘ So there  we are  then, Garner 's  up the s h u te ,  N a rn ia 's  a good 
read but not l i v e a b l e ;  on ly  Middle  Earth  seems t o  l i v e  on in 
s o l i t a r y  sp len d ou r .  Though somewhere there  must be books o f  
equal  s ta nd ing  -  can anyone t e l l  me where?



J .R .R.TOLKIEN : A BIBLOIGRAPHY .
by John B. A b b o tt .

I t  seems f i t t i n g  that the Tolkien S o c i e t y  should com p ile  
a comprehensive b i b l i o g r a p h y  fo r  r e f e r e n c e  p u rp oses .  The 
f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  is  intended as a s t a r t i n g - p o i n t  and i s  o b v io u s ly  
Incom p le te .  Perhaps other  readers  w i l l  p rov ide  a d d i t i o n a l  data 
and c o r r e c t  any e r r o r s ' ' I  have made.

Books and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  j o u r n a ls .

1. "A M id d le -E n g l i s h  V o c a b u la r y " .1922
2 .  " S i r  Gawain and the Green K n ight" .  E d ited  w ith  E .V . Gordon

1925.
5.  "Chaucer as a P h i l o l o g i s t " .  P h i l o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y .  1934.
4.  "Beow ulf .  The Monsters and the C r i t i c s " .  ( " P r o c .  B r i t .

A ca d . "  x x i i .  2 2 . )  1936.
5.  "The H o b b i t " .  George A l l e n  Unwin, Ltd. (London) 1937.
6. "A otrou  and I t r o u n " .  (Welsh Review") 1945.
7 .  "L e a f  by N i g g l e " .  (Dublin Review) 1947.
8. "On F a i r y - S t o r i e s " .  ( "Essays Presented to  Charles  W i l l ia m s " )  

Oxford U n iv e r s i t y  Press .  1047.
9. "The Homdcoming o f  Beorhtndth Beorhthelm 's  Son" .  ( "Essays 

and S tu d ies  f o r  1953")  E n g l i s h  A s s o c i a t i o n .  1953. A p lay  
based on "The B a t t l e  o f  Malden" .

10.. "Parmer G i le s  o f  Ham". George A l l e n  & Unwin, Ltd. (London) 
1949. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Pauline  Baynes.

11. "The Lord o f  the Rings"  t r i l o g y : -
( a )  "The F e l lo w s h ip  o f  the Ring" 1954.
( b )  "The Two Towers" 1955
( c )  "The Return o f  the King" 1955.

A l l  publ ished  by George A l le n  & Unwin, Ltd .
12. "The Adventures o f  Tom Bombadil" George A l le n  & Unwin,Ltd. 

1962. Cover and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  by Pauline Baynes.
13. "Tree  and L e a f " .  George A l le n  & Unwin, Ltd. 1964.

Contains both  ’ 7 '  and ' 8 ’ .
14. "Smith o f  Wootton M a jo r " .  George A l l e n  &. Unwin, Ltd, 1967. 

I l l u s t r a t e d  by Pauline Baynes.
15. "The Road Goes Ever On". George A l le n  & Unwin, Ltd. 1967.

A song c y c l e  w ith  poems, n o te s ,  t r a n s l a t i o n s  and s c r i p t s  by 
JRRT and music by Donald Swann.

The f o l l o w i n g  may a l s o  be o f  i n t e r e s t

Books.

1. "Beow ulf  and the FInnesburg Fragment". George A l len  & Unwin, 
L td .  1911. (3rd e d i t i o n  1950) Translated  in to  modern E n g l ish  
prose  by J .R .C la r k  H a l l .  R ev ised ,  w ith  notes  and in t r o d u c t i o n  
by C.L.Wrenn. P re fa to ry  remarks by JRRT.

2 .  " E n g l i sh  and M ediaeval  S t u d i e s " .  George A l len  & Unwin, Ltd, 
1962. Edited  b y Norman Davis and C.L.Wrenn. Presented to
J .R .R .T o lk ien  on the o c ca s io n  o f  h i s  70th b i r th d a y .

Record .

1. "Poems and Songs o f  Middle  E a r th " .  P h i l i p s  R ecords :
Caedmon TL1231. 1968. S in g e r :  Wil l iam E l v i n .  Accompanist :  
Donald Swann. Readings by J .R .R .Tokien .



Radio  S e r i e s .

1* ''The H o b b i t ,  or There and Back A gain” -Adapted f o r  BBC Radio 
as a s e r i a l  in. e ig h t  p a r t s .  September -  November 1968.

2 .  "The Lord o f  the R in g s " .  BBC product ion  ap p a ra n t ly  broad ­
c a s t  in l a t e  ' 5 0 ' s ,  in 26 ( ? ) p a r t s .

3. In terv iew  w ith  JRRT on "Now Read O n - . . - "  BBC, 1970.

Recent press  f e a t u r e s  and r e f e r e n c e s  t o  J . R . R .T o l k i e n . ( U . K . )

1.
2 .
3.
4.
5.

"The Sunday Times". 27th November, 1966.
" A t t i c u s " .  "The Sunday Times". 6th August, 1967. 
"P eter  Simple HE". "The D a i ly  Te legraph"29th  August,  
trThe D a i ly  M ir ro r "  .14th February,  1968.
Le'tter. from M.H.R. Tolk ien  (son o f  J .R .R .To lk ien  ) to  
D a i ly  T e legrap h" ,  2nd May 1968.

Two a r t i c l e s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t :

1967. ' 

" The ■

6. P.Norman: " The ’H obbit  Man" . "The Sunday Times Magazine" . 
pp 3 4 -3 6 .  15th January, 1867.

7* C. and D. Plimmer. "The Man Who Understands H o b b i t s " .  "The 
D a i ly  Telegraph M agazine" . N o .181. pp 3 1 -3 2 ,  35.
22nd March, 1968.

I f  anyone can add t o  t h i s  l i s t ,  or prov id e  fu r t h e r  in form ation  
-  e s p e c i a l l y  about the r a d io  LotR -  p le a s e  w r i t e  t o  the E d i t o r s  
who w i l l  in c lu d e  i t  in the next i s su e  o f  "The M a l l o r n " . '  '

HONEY BEER

No meeting is  complete  w ithout  a few rounds o f  Mead,but 
w ith  the p r i c e  o f  Mead b e in g  as i t  i s ,  a second b es t  s u b s t i t u t e  
is  Honey b e e r ,  which is  v ery  cheap and r e f r e s h i n g .  This can be 
very  e a s i l y  brewed at  home.

You n e e d : -
1 g a l l o n  o f  water a l i t t l e  over 1 lb  w hite
1 oz .  bru ised  g inger  sugar
2 oz lime j u i c e  " " " ' 4  oz c l e a r "
j u i c e  o f  2 lemons honey

Brewers yeast

B o i l  two quarts  o f  water w ith  the g in g e r .  Meanwhile sca ld  
out a p l a s t i c  bucket ( not m e ta l -  a on©-gal lon  water c a r r i e r  is  
i d e a l ) .  Put the s u g a r , l im e  j u i c e ,  lemon j u i c e  and honey in
the b u ck e t .  Pour on the b o i l i n g  water with g inger  .Add "two..
quarts  o f  b o i l e d  (but now c o l d )  w a ter .  When the l i q u i d  is  a t  
b lood  h e a t ,  (not  above or- y o u ' l l  k i l l  the y e a s t )  add the yea st  
C l o s e l y  cover w i th  a c lean  c l o t h  and keep in a warm p la ce  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  36 hou rs .  S t r a in  through m us l in ,  a l l o w  to  s e t t l e  
f o r  an hour or two^then b o t t l e .  Keep f o r  about a week.

Hope i t  works out a l l  r i g h t .
IAN SHAW



THE RELIGION OF A HOBBIT

by Belladonna Took

" R e l i g i o  P e r ia n i "  -  the r e l i g i o n  o f  a H ob b it .
I ju s t  could  not  r e s i s t  the g lance  a t  S ir  Thomas Browne, and 
the temptation  to  see how a Hobbit  would l o o k  in L at in .

I have o f ten  been asked what the r e l i g i o n  o f  a h o b b i t  
might be .  In the f i r s t  p lace  i t  must be remembered that  
P ro fe s s o r  T o lk ie n is  h i m s e l f  a Roman-Catholic  ; and though he 
never g iv e s  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h is  f a i t h  in LotR, and u n l ik e  
h is  f r i e n d s  C .S .Lewis and Charles W ill iams never attempts 
e i t h e r  a l l e g o r y  or the emploiment o f  r e l i g i o u s  m y s t i c i s m -  
y e t  he can r o  more f a i l  to convey h is  b e l i e f s  in t o  h i s  w r i t i n g  
than a t ra in ed  s in ger  can s in g  out  o f  tùne.

We a r e ,  however not shown the H obbits  p r a c t i s i n g  any 
r e l i g i o n ;  y e t ,  they b e in g  so l i k e  Engl ish  country  f o l k  at 
t h e i r b e s t ,  one f e e l s  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  must s u r e l y  have been 
incom plete  w ithou t  a church ,  and the church b e l l s ,  and the 
solemn walk t o  church on the a p p r o p r ia te  day o f  the week- 
and a churchyard? S u re ly  theyburied  H obbits  a f t e r  t h e i r  long  
l i f e s p a n  w ith  the proper " dim and decorous  mirth? But I 
doubt whether Tolkien thought out a l l  d e t a i l s  o f  Hobbit  l i f e  
to  a complete  c o n c l u s i o n .

The r e l i g i o n  o f  the Elveswas a d i f f e r e n t  m a t te r ;  t h i s  i s  
w e l l  s e t  out in the Appendix t o  " The Return o f  the King .
I t  is  not  a dogma but a h i s t o r y  in i t ' s  e a r l i e s t  past almost 
amounting to a Genesis or a Theogony^ the s t o r y  o f  the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Men and the Higher Race,  and between
the Higher 
se p a ra t io n

Race and the Div ine  Powers, and the gradual  
o f  the r a ce  o f  Men.

The a c c o u n t ,  under the head ing ,  "The Numenorean Kings 
takes us back t o  the e a r l y  days o f  the High Elves  and_the 
H a l f -  E lven .  The Eldarwere a race  su p er io r  t o  Men having 
" im m o r ta l i t y  w ith  the l i f e  o f  the world"  ; the Edain or Men 
were s u b j e c t  to  the " Doom o f  Man", which is  a l s o  c a l l e d  the 
g i f t  o f  Mien, that  i s ,  death .  Both Men -and E lves  were under 
the r u le  o f  the V a la r ,  who appear to  be the Gods; b u t ' t h e  
Valar themselves  were not  supreme in powe^ s in c e  there  were 
th in g s  they were not  permitted  to  do.  T here -are  h in t s  o a 
h ig h  o v e r r u l in g  power, more p u rp o s e fu l  than theD es l ing  
Pate o f  the a n c i e n t s -  a p r o v e d e n t i a l  W i l l  gu id in g  w ith  u l t im a te  
purpose the a c t i o n s  o f  the Valar as w e l l  as o f  Elves an 
Men............  .............

The Valar dwelt  in Valimar,  the Uttermost West,and 
t h i t h e r  the ra ce  o f  Men might not  go .  In e a r l y  times there  
were some who r e b e l l e d  against, t h e i r  l o t ,  d e s i r i n g  o o 
en ter  the " Deathless  Land " and to win im m o rta l i ty ;  and 
from t h i s  time there  a ro se  the subsequent d i s c o r d s ,  an^ 
banishments,  and dooms, that  separated  men f r ™  ^ lv e s  ;and 
bee-an the cosmic  c o n f l i c t .  In some ways t h i s  resem bles  the 
C h r is t ia n  idea  o f  " the P a l l  o f  the Angels and the consequent 
" P a l l  o f  Man "• I t  must be remembered that  C .S .L e w i s a l l e g o r i s e s  
the C h r is t ia n  cosmic pattern  from the c r e a t i o n  to  the Day o f  
Judgement, in the " Narnia " s t o r i e s ,  and suggests  i t  a l s o  in
Peralandra.



Opposed to  the Valar i s  a c o l l o s a l  power o f  e v i l ,M o r g o t h ,a n  
almost  a b s t r a c t  e v i l  o f  which Sauron is  o n ly  the a g e n t .  Whence 
t h i s  e v i l  comes and what i s  i t ' s  r e l a t i o n  t o ' t h e  F i r s t  Cause, 
To lk ien  does not  attempt to e x p la in  to  u s -  i t  is  a s u f f i c i e n t l y  
overwhelming problem in terms o f  the world we know. No doubt 
the problem o f  t h e o r ig in  o f  e v i l  was w e l l  debated by the 
I n k l i n g s ,  but LotR was not  the p la ce  f o r  such a ta s k .  But 
th ere  is  no doubt  whatever that e v i l  e x i s t s ,  and that  i t  i s  
c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d -  that i t  i s  the enemy and e x i s t s  to  be o v e r ­
come- and that  though the threat  may be a p p a l l i n g ,  and the 
c o s t  o f  v i c t o r y  t e r r i b l e ,  y e t  in the end good must overcome 
e v i l -  that which is  h ig h er  than the Valar w i l l  not have i t  
o th e r w is e .

.. Among the Valar 
E l v e s ,  and most beloved 
Vanda " the 
who sows the

there  
that-

S t a r - B r i d e " ,  
thes ta r s  in 

CompassionateOne, who 
and Elves  in danger 
u t t e re d  w ith  f a i t h ,  
powers o f  darkness ,  
the Evening S ta r .

is  one who i s  nea res t  to  Menand 
is  E lb e r o t h  G i l t h o n i e l .  or 

Queen o f  Heaven" she 
She is  the

hears  the prayers  o f  Men 
and need,  and whose name 

can put to  f l i g h t  the 
Her m a n i f e s ta t i o n  is

But o f  a l l  
seem the Hobbits  
knowledge. Those 
F ro d o ,  had met 
the E lv e s ,  
these  th ings  
i n f i l t r a t e d  t o  
custom observed 
Rangers o f  
West in s i l e n c e  
was strange  
we can be 
some s im ple  
homely p i e t y ,  
f o r  the days o f  the 
corrup ted  from the Numenorean, 
n a tu ra l  powers 
High Omes. And 
powers o u ts id e

these  th in g s ,  
as such had

i t  would 
l i t t l e

c ry  from h i s  heart .

su g g e s t  an 
the Two

some o f  them had s u r a l y  a sence 
them se lves .  Sam, in h i s  hour o f

sun, moon, s t a r s ,

who, l i k e  B i lb o  and 
and talked w ith  

had le a rn t  a l l  
but not  much had 
the r e s t .  Even the 

by Faram ir ’ s 
turn ing  to the 

b e f o r e  e a t in g  
to  them. But 
sure they  had 
customs o f  

- Their names 
week, though 

observance  o f  the 
Trees ,  the s e a ,  t h e .

Kb

o f  p r o t e c t i n g  
e x t r e m it y ,  could

A E lb e r e t h  G i l t h o n i e l ..........A t i r o  min, F anu l iosI
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Why are  there  no wise  men on Jersey?  W e l l ,  i t  
went l i k e  t h i s :  One day in the S ta te s  o f  J e rse y  
the B a l i f f  sa id  that  the ga l low s  had r o t t e d  
away and needed r e b u i l d i n g .  One Deputy then 
s tood  up and sa id  "Why not bu i ld  a stone  ga l low s  
and i t  w i l l  se rv e  f o r  us and our c h i l d r e n . "

J e rse y  has never r e co v e r e d  from the 
r e s u l t i n g  m assacre .
Taken from "F o lk  t a l e s  o f  Guerns y"  by a Lt.  
Governor about the turn o f  the ce n tu ry .

Graham England.



HIPPY VERSUS HOBBIT

A WORD TO PA RAM IR
from Belladonna.

My good Par amir - -  and i n c i d e n t a l l y  I tend to d i s l i k e  the 
v o c a t i v e ,  a lm ost  as much as I d i s l i k e  the 'ad hominem' argument
00 I w i l l  turn the v o c a t i v e  on you f o r  a change. So Faramir ,her  
g o e s .  I'm g lad  that  the hippy world  has moved on from ’ Lord
o f  the R i n g s ' ----- t h a t ' s  the b e s t  news fo r  a long  t ime. Let them
go and s p o i l  some other  book, there are p l e n t y .  I d o n ' t  mind 
what they d o ,  i f  they lea ve  M idd le  Earth a l o n e .  Mind you, I ' v e
seen them, Faramir,  i f  you h a v e n ' t  -----  in  London, and you must
have seen them in B r ighton .  But w e ' l l  l e t  them a l o n e .  No, 
Faramir I s t i l l  i n s i s t  about drugs .  I can take my g la s s  o f  
sh e r ry  or the odd c i g a r e t t e  w ithout  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  but  I 
th ink that i f  the taker  o f  ev e n 'm i ld  drugs d o e s n ' t  g e t  ' s t o n e d '
he f e e l s  he h a s n ' t  had h is  money 's  worth ------- that money,

m oreover ,  that  a l o t  o f  unpleasant  people are  so c l e v e r  a t  
ta k in g  o f f  him. I ' t s  one o f  the w orst  r a c k e t s ,  as you aught to  
know. The day when LotR or MALLORN becomes a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  
d r u g - ta k in g  (as G a n d a l f ' s  Garden d id )  that i s  the day when I 
waIk out .

As to  do ing  my own th ing  -  I do not  agree  that Tolkien  
' d id  h i s  own th in g '  f o r  many y e a r s .  As a p r o f e s s o r ,  he 
spent  h is  l i f e  as an E sta b l ish m en t  man, a lm ost  as a n i n e - t o -  
f i v e  man, h o ld in g  down a job and do ing  what he did not  always 
want to  do .  Only as a r a re  escape did ho take a ' t r i p ' ( u n a i d e d ) 
i n t o  Middle  Earth .  Perhaps i f  he had been a b le  to  w r i t e  fa n ta sy  
books a l l  the time he would have w r i t te n  more and b e t t e r ..........
1 doubt i t .  You c a n ' t  l i v e  on nectar  and ambrosia a l l  the time. 
Works l i k e  these c re e p  up from your sub con sc iou s  when y o u 'r e  
not  w orry ing  about them, and tend to run away when you are .

Apart from these  p o i n t s ,  my dear Faramir ,  I f in d  m y se l f  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  in agreement w ith  most o f  what you say.  Like the 
B i b l e ,  most good books are  capab le  o f  b e ing  misused;  and l i k e  
the B i b l e ,  they  su r v iv e  i t .  I ' t s  good to know that LotR is  
l i k e l y -  to  do s o .

Wishing you a l l  the luck in the S h ir e ,
BELLADONNA TOOK

» !  U f  J  II J \\ J / It y  »ry It J  " /  11/ I ' /  !' /  11/  »1/ " /  " / " / " /

SOME THOUGHTS ON HIPPIES AND HOBBITS
Bob B o r s le y

I read w ith  i n t e r e s t  Belladonna Toole's a r t i c l e  on "Hippies  
and H obbits "  in M allorn  2 .  Bel ladonna,  I thought,  argued on the 
whole very  r e a s o n a b l y ' ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  there a r e ,  I  f e e l ,  a 
number o f  important c r i t i c i s m s  o f  her p o s i t i o n  which should be 
made. A .R .Faram ir .  F a l l o n e  o f  course  made a number o f  
c r i t i c i s m s  o f  B e l la d o n n a 's  p o s i t i o n  in h i s  "On Beha lf  o f  the 
H a l f -H ip p y " ,  but I f e e l  he l e f t  important c r i t i c i s m s  unsa id .  In 
th is  essay  I s h a l l  attem pt  to  show that  T o l k i e n ' s  o u t l o o k  as 
e x p l i c i t l y  presented in such p la ce s  as h i s  "On F a iry  S t o r i e s "  
and i m p l i c i t l y  conta ined  in "The Lord o f  the Rings" i s  by no 
means in com p a t ib le  w ith  c e r t a i n  hippy a t t i t u d e s ,  that  there Is 
in f a c t  a d e f i n i t e  con n ec t ion  — though one which should not  
be over -em phas ized— between h i p p i e s  and h o b b i t s .



F i r s t  l e t  me t r y  t o  d e f in e  wht I mean by " h ip p y " .  It 
seems to me that much o f  the d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the h i p p y - h o b b i t  
q u e s t io n  has been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a la ck  o f  c l a r i t y  over ju s t  
what i s  meant by the term. It  seems to me that  the fundamental 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  the h i p p y - i s  that  he is  a " d r o p - o u t " ;  that 
he r e g e c t s  the harsh com p ed it iven ess  and r e p r e s s i v e n e s s  o f  
contemporary s o c i e t y  and seeks to  c re a te  some form o f  
a l t e r n a t i v e  s o c i e t y .  D i f f e r e n t  h ip p ie s  o f  course  go to  d i f f e r  -  
ent degrees  in "d rop p in g -ou t"a n d  some are more admirable  than 
o t h e r s .  Most admirable  in my view arc  those  mainly American 
h i p p i e s  who have e s t a b l i s h e d  r u r a l  communes in which s i g n i f i ­
cant s teps  have been taken towards d e v e lo p in g  a l t e r n a t i v e  
forms o f  s o c i e t y .  These I would say preserv e  most c l e a r l y  the 
o r i g i n a l  h ip p y  id e a ls  as they emerged around four years  ago .  
Less thoughgoing d r o p -o u ts  are the urban h ip p ie s  o f  America, 
B r i t ia n  and Europe. The extent  to  which these  can be seenas 
a t tem p tin g  to  c re a te  an a l t e r n a t i v e  form o f  s o c i e t y  o b v io u s ly  
Many probab ly  are  rather s o r r y ,  l o s t  c h a r a c t e r s ;  w ith  many, 
however i t  would probably  be true to  say that  they share 
important i d e a l s  w ith  t h e i r  r u r a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s .

(G a n d a l f ' s  Garden i t  seems t o  me was a f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o  
o f  the i d e a l s  and a t t i t u d e s  o f  B r i t i s h  urban h i p p i e s .  I f a i l  
t o  understand the v i o l e n c e  o f  a t ta c k s  made on i t  in the past 
by Bel ladonna.  I t  seems to  have been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a 
g e n t le n e s s  and concern f o r  human problems which was fa r  from 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e )

Less important I would say as d e f i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
the h ippy  are the use o f  drugs and what Belladonna c a l l s  th e ir  
" o b c a s s i o n  w ith  s e x " .  Neither  of  th ese  things would seem to 
be important c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the h i p p i e s  in the American 
communes.The use o f  drugs would seem to  be com p a ra t iv e ly  small  
and they  are a p p a re n t ly  monogamous. L ib e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  towards 
sex  and drugs are  probab ly  more important among urban h i p p i e s ,  
but th ese ,  I would s u g g e s t ,  are one s t e p  removed from what one 
might term the " c l a s s i c a l  h i p p y " .

( I  say t h i s  o f  the urban h i p p i e s  because they d i f f e r  
c o m p a ra t iv e ly  l i t t l e  from the type o f  person who l i v e d  on the 
f r i n g e s  o f  s o c i e t y  in b ig  c i t i e s  long b e f o r e  the term"hippy" 
was c o in e d .  Rural h ip p ie s  have,  on the other hand, attempted 
to  c r e a te  a l t e r n a t i v e  forms o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  in a way w hich ,  i f  
not  new,has not been in western c o u n t r i e s  in t h i s  ce n tu ry .
They have a l s o  fo rm u la ted ,  w ith  some degree  o f  c l a r i t y ,  a 
f a i r l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  p h i lo so p h y  o f  l i f e . )

Having d e f in e d  the term "h ip py"  I s h a l l  proceed w ith  an 
attempt to  show three t h i n g s ;  f i r s t l y  that a number o f  T o l k i e n ’ 
c r i t i s i s m s  o f  modern s o c i e t y  are  e x a c t l y  the same as the 
c r i t i s i s m s  h i p p i e s  make, s e c o n d ly ,  that  Tolkien is  by no means 
i l l - d i s p o s e d  towards escapism and "d r o p p i n g -o u t "  and, t h i r d l y  
that the h ippy  o u t lo o k ,  as c h a r a c t e r i z e d  ab ove ,  is  not  a t  a l l  
I n c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  the e t h i c a l  id e a l s  o f  "The Lord o f  the Rings"

F i r s t l y  the q u es t ion  o f  the s i m i l a r i t y  between T o l k i e n ' s  
and the h i p p i e s '  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  modern s o c i e t y .  Tolkien 
e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  some o f  h i s  c r i t i c i s m s  in "On F a iry  S t o r i e s " ,  
and they are v e r y  s im i la r  t o  the views o f  many h i p p i e s .  His 
main ta r g e ts  are  the b l ind  worship  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advance 
and the ob se ss io n  w ith  inateriarl g o o d s .  His view that ' I t  is  
indeed an age o f  " improved means t o  d e t e r i o r a t e d  ends " '  
( B a l l a t i n e  Tolkien Reader p 6 4 ) . This is  a v iew ,  I th ink  that 
most h i p p i e s  would end orse .  Revuls ion  a g a in s t  the m ater ia l ism  
o f  American s o c i e t y  was c l e a r l y  one o f  the prime motives  in 
the development o f  the o r i g i n a l  h ip p y  movement. In co n n e c t io n  
w ith  t h i s  i s su e  i t  should be s t r e s s e d  t h a t ,  s i n c e  T o l k i e n ' s  
c r i t i c i s m s  were made in 1938, he cannot b)  in te r p r e t e d  as 
r eg a rd in g  s o c i e t y ' s  a i lm ents  beg inn ing  w ith  lon g  h a ir  and



p e rm is s iv e n e s s .  In f a c t  i t  is  c l e a r  that  he regards- these 
a i lm ents  as da t ing  from long b e f o r e  1938. This is  made c l e a r  
by the q u o ta t i o n  from Christopher  Davison's "P ro g re ss  and 
R e l i g i o n  " which T o lk ien  c i t e s  in a f o o t n o t e :  1 The f u l l  
V i c t o r i a n  panoply o f  top hat  and f r o c k  c o a t  undoubtedly  
expressed  something e s s e n t i a l  in the n in e te e n th  century  
c u l tu r e ,a n d  hence i t  has w ith  that  c u l tu r e  spread a l l  over the 
w o r ld ,  as no fa sh io n  o f  c l o t h i n g  has ever done b e f o r e .  I t  is  
p o s s i b l e  that  our descendants  w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  in i t  a kind o f  
grim A ssyr ian  beauty ,  f i t  enblem o f  the r u t h le s s  and g re a t  age 
th a t  c rea ted  i t ;  but however t h a t  may b e ,  i t  m isses  the d i r e c t  
and i n e v i t a b l e  beauty that a l l  c l o t h i n g  should have ,  because ,  
l i k e  i t ' s  parent c u l t u r e  i t  was out o f  touch  o f  the l i f e  o f  
na tu re ,  and human nature  as w e l l '  (T o lk ien  reader p 63)

The f i n a l  phrase o f  t h i s  q u o ta t io n  i s ,  I th ink ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e m in is ce n t  o f  h ippy  a t t i t u d e s  towards modern 
s o c i e t y .  I think i t  would be f a i r  to  say then that T o lk ien ,  
l i k e  the h i p p i e s ,  sees  the s i c k n e s s  o f  modern s o c i e t y  as be ing  
very  deep and as g o in g  bach an almost  i n d e f i n i t e  len g th  o f  
t im e .

S econ d ly  the q u e s t io n  o f  escapism and d r o p p in g - o u t .
Again I th ink  "On F a ir y  S t o r i e s  " p rov id es  c o n s id e r a b le  
e v id e n ce  to  support  my view. Escapism, T o lk ien  argues is  a 
d e s i r e  to  e s ca p e ,  not  from l i f e  'b u t  from uor present  time 
and s e l f -m a d e  m is e r y 1 ( Tolkien reader p .6 4 )

" Why," he asks ,  "should  a man be scorned  i f ,  f i n d i n g  
h i m s e l f  in p r i s o n ,  he t r i e s  t o  g e t  out and go home?"
(T o lk ie n  reader  p 60 ) .
He a l s o  comments c r i t i c a l l y  on a c l e r k  o f  Oxenford who b e l i e v e d  
th a t  he ' welcomed'  the p rox im ity  o f  mass p rodu ct ion  r o b o t -  
f a c t o r i e s ,  and the roar  o f  s e l f - o b s t r u c t i v e  m echanica l  
t r a f f i c  because i t  brought  h i s  u n i v e r c i t y  in to  " c o n t a c t  w ith  
r e a l  l i f e " .  In shor t  I th ink  i t  i s  c le a r  that  T o lk ien  can in 
no way be seen as an opponent o f  escapism or " d r o p p i n g -  out"

F i n a l l y  I come to  my c o n te n t io n  t h a t  the h ippy  o u t lo o k  
i s  not  a t  a l l  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  the e t h i c a l  id e a ls  o f  "The 
Lord o f  the R i n g s . " .  So far  as I have on ly  c on s id ered  T o l k i e n ' s  
views as conta ined  in "On F a iry  S t o r i e s  I th ink  I have shown 
that  these  views are  in no ways Incom pat ib le  w ith  h ippy  v iew s .
I would c la im  in o p p o s i t i o n  to  Belladonna that  h i s  views in 
" The Lord o f  the Rings " are  l ik e w is e  com patib le  w ith  
h ip p y  o u t l o o k .  Belladonna argues that there  i s  no " d r o p p in g -  
out " or " do ing  ones own th in g "  in " The Lord o f  the Rings" f 
and that  t h e r e f o r e  the book must be regarded as fundamentally  
opposed to  th ese^ h in g s .  I f  one a c c e p ts  B e l la d o n n a 's  premise 
does  her c o n c lu s io n  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l o w ?  I t  seems to  me that  
i t  j u s t  does not .  We are  not  l i v i n g  in a s o c i e t y  rem ote ly  
comparable t o  those o f  the th ird  a g e -  to  put i t  in c o n c re te  
terms, l i v i n g  under the r u l e  o f  Ted Heath is  rather  d i f f e r e n t  
from the r u l e  o f  King E lessa r  -  t h e r e f o r e  a c t i o n s  a p p ro p r ia te  
in the Third age are not  n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p r o p r ia te  In the 
present  day. I would c la im  that one could  a c c e p t  many o f  the 
i d e a l s  that i l lu m in a te  "The Lord o f  the Rings" w h i le  a c t i n g  
r a th e r  d i f f e r e n t l y  from the ch a ra c te rs  in the s t o r y .  I would 
su g g e s t  in a d d i t i o n  that  B e l la d o n n a 's  premise i s  perhaps 
n o t s o  o b v io u s ly  true as she th inks  i t  i s .  I s h a n ' t  go in t o  th is  
beyond p o in t in g  out  that  G a l a d r ie l  i s  a very  d e f i n i t e  example 
o f  "d o in g  ones own ’ th ing"  She was the l a s t  su rv iv or  o f  the 
P r inces  and Queens who led the r e v o l t i n g  Nodor t o  e x i l e  in 
M id d le -E a r th .  A f t e r  the overthrow o f  M or go th  a t  the end o f  the 
f i r s t  age ,  a ban was s e t  upon her r e tu r n ,  and she had r e p l i e d  
proud ly  that  she had no wish to  do so .  (The road goes ever on )



( My f r i e n d  Martin Davis p o in ts  out to me th a t  Tom 
Bombadil i s  very  much a " d r o p - o u t " " d o i n g  h i s  own t h i n g " .  He 
a l s o  notes  that  i t  i s  very  q u e s t io n a b le  whether he and 
G oldberry  are  in f a c t  m a r r i e d . )

There i s  no f u r t h e r  comment I wish to  make on B e l la d on n a ’ s 
v ie w s .  In Ro Pardoe ’ s " Kadath" she is  quoted as sa y in g  that 
she does not  want to see anything  in the M al lorn  ' t o  c o u n t ­
enance any idea  th a t  "The Lord o f  the Rings" g iv e s  any 
warrant to  the mental s i c k n e s s  o f  the present  a g e ’ . Presumably 
th is  i s  again a r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i p p i e s ,  but i s  i t  with the 
h i p p i e s  that  the mental s i ck n e ss  o f  the age r e a l l y  l i e s ?  I 
would su gg est  that  Belladonna looks  at  the w o r l d ’ s governments 
and l i s t e n s  to  the t a l k  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  and chem ica l  w a r fa re ,  
o f  napalm and o ther  o b c e n i t i e s .  I would s u g g e s t  that t h a t ' s  
where the madness r e a l l y  l i e s .  The h i p p i e s  a re  ju s t  a r e a c t i o n ,  
maybe sane,  maybe not so  sane ,  t o  t h i s  kind o f  madness.

WYNGEAR

She was mixed in m o o n l ig h t ,  
w ith  shadows in  her h a ir  

She was mixed in  m oon l ig h t  
and I was th e re .

She was made o f  s i l v e r  
her f a c e  was f a i r ,

Her eyes were o f  c r y s t a l  
w ith  a g l i t t e r i n g  s t a r e .  

Wyngear
s t i l l  as s t o n e ,

My eyes s t i l l  see  you 
but you are  a lo n e .

She came in the evening 
a f t e r  sun had gone,

So f a i r  was her beauty 
and her g o ld  h a ir  shone 

I t  shone l i k e  the l a t e  sun 
but^ was pa le  l i k e  the moon. 

Wyngear
When the sun Is r i s i n g  

you a re  gone.
James (M ithran d ir )  Ead
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GREETINGS. During the past  qu a r ter  I  have had v i s i t s  from 
s e v e r a l  o f  you -  J .D .C o l l in s  (who tumbled in on w a sh in g -d a y ) ,  
Steve Thomson, K ie th  B r id g e s ,  or Béorn, w ith  a l l  the B e o m i n g s ,
Graham ( 11 o f  
W e l l s ,  and 
many l i v e -  
e a l l s . I am 
to see any 
c l im b up 
F l e t  -  but 
f i r s t  I f  
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you can, at  
2588. I have 
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The Press 
A l le n  and 
I am ab le  to  
that  the

, in e f f e c t ,  f i n i s h e d ;  but our author keeps on 
r e p o l i s h i n g  i t .  There i s  however NO tru th  in the p e r s i s t e n t  
rumour that  in the event  o f  h i s  death a l l  unpublished Mss are  
to  be d e s t r o y e d .  This Is w ithout  any fo u n d a t i o n ,  and a l l  a n x ie ty  
on th a t  s c o r e  can be s e t  a s id e .

J .D . COLLINS. o f  C .F .M ott  C o l l e g e  o f  E d u ca t ion ,
P r e s c o t t ,  L a n cs . ,  w r i t e s :

On page 789 o f  the paperback LotR Gandalf says t o  D enethor :"F or  
I a l s o  am a Steward. Did you not  know?" Who then is  King or 
h e i r  to  h i s  Stewardship? I c a n ' t  think o f  anyone In the book. 
Help] ( (Look  up C o r in th ia n s ,  chapter  4, v e r s e  1.  That w i l l  t e l l  
y ou .  BT))

In an 'SF '  book e n t i t l e d  " F o u r - f o r - t h e - F u t u r e " , James B l i s h  
w rote  a s h o r t  s t o r y  c a l l e d  "S k y s ig n " .  The main c h a r a c t e r ,  
h a rd ly  the h e r o ,  is  an American -  who b e l i e v e  i t  or not  i s  a 
member o f  a H obbit  S o c i e t y .  This p o in t  i s  r a i s e d  once or tw ice  
o v e r .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  h i s  a c t i o n s  concern ing  a c e r t a i n  la d y ,  and 
o ther  f e a tu r e s  o f  the p l o t ,  make i t  q u i t e  p la in  that  h i s  concern 
w ith  Hobbits  does  not  extend t o  an a d opt ion  o f  t h e i r  morals  or 
humble a m b i t i o n s . . .  I g o t  a b i t  o f  a shock ,  that  a Hobbitomane 
cou ld  behave l i k e  that  ch aracter  d id .  O bv ious ly ,  we a re  no 
ANGLES (as some w i l l  no doubt say i f  they see  t h i s  in p r in t )  or 
even ANGELS, however, i t  d id  seem to  me that  ' th e  R in g s '  i s  so 
f u l l  o f  v i r t u e  th a t  i t  c o u l d n ' t  h e lp  rubbing  o f f  onto  i t s  
r e a d e r s .  I can q u i t e  p l a i n l y  see t h a t  th is  need not  be so ,  but 
I thought I ' d  rage a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  Rage] Rage] ((Your rage  i s  
s h a red ,  though I h a v e n ' t  read the s t o r y .  Although there  is  
never any su g g e s t io n  o f  the od ious  t a s t e  o f  "a s t o r y  w ith  a 
m o r a l " ,  none the l e s s  the t r i l o g y  has a v ery  f irm m oral  
s u b s t r u c t u r e ,  and l i k e  the three Rings o f  the E l f - L o r d s ,  i t  
" W i l l  not s u f f e r  e v i l " .  BT))

MICHAEL SCOTT ROHAN 12, I n v e r l i e t h  Gardens, Edinburgh,
EH3 5PS, S co t la n d ,  w r i t e s :

Have you n o t i c e d  correspondence  between Wagner and Tolkien?
I qu ote  -  from memory -  one example from "Das Hheingold" -  
A lb er ich (w h o  i s  something l i k e  an Orcish Gollum):  So lo n g  as 
he l i v e s  may the Lord o f  the Ring waste away as the  Slave  o f  
the Ring^l ( ( Y e s ,  there  are  many c o rre sp o n d e n ce s ,  and I  th in k ,  
a n "unconsc ious  background o f  the Wagnerian type o f  m u s ic .  I t  i s  
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  to  s in g  "Ah, E lb e r e t h  G i l t h o n i e l "  to the tune o f  
"Oh Star  o f  Eve" from "Tannhäuser" .  I t  might even f i t  i t  b e t te r
than Donald Swann's tune .BT))

( (The next l e t t e r ,  from James Ead, i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and im p o r t a n t . ) )
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JAMES (MITHRANDTR) EAD 29 ,  H t to x e te r  R o a d . ,  L i t t l e  S tok e ,
nr S to n e , S t a f f s . ,  w r i t e s :

It  can now be said  that  there i s  one good reason  f o r  l i v i n g  in 
the M id land s ,  c l o s e  t o  that  ’ b lackened  a r e a ’ the P o t t e r i e s .  In 
f a c t  i t  appears that  a ' l i g h t '  has appeared amongst th e  
’ D arkness ’ . We have met none o ther  than Father  T o lk ie n ,
P r o f e s s o r  T o l k i e n ’ s e l d e s t  son,  who i s  a p r i e s t  in S tok e .

He proved to  be a most i n t e r e s t i n g  informant on the  Tolkien  
Scene.Did  you know th a t  a f i l m  o f  LotRis under p r e p a ra t i o n  at  
the moment in America. (A car toon  fi lm.?)  The Americans i t  seems 
p e s te re d  the P ro fe ss o r  f o r  many years  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  t o  ge t  
some p e a c e . . .  (The reason  why he now l i v e s  in a s e c r e t  r e s i d e n c e  
a lo n g  the  Bournemouth c o a s t )

He gave a most I n t e r e s t i n g  t a lk  on Tom Bombadil and the 
s t o r i e s  which the P ro fe s s o r  t o ld  to  them as c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  
s tran ge  c h a r a c t e r .  In f a c t  he (Tom Bombadil) was a dutch d o l l  
which the To lk ien  c h i l d r e n  p o s s e s s e d -  the o n ly  reason  he was 
in c lu d ed  in the book ( f o r  he c e r t a i n l y  does not b e l o n g )  i s  th at 
the c h i ld r e n  pes tered  t h e ir  f a th e r  to  in c lu d e  him.We are l o o k in g  
forward to  m eeting  Father Tokien again so that  we may fu r th er  
d i s c u s s  h i s  fa th e r  and h i s  works.

Has anyone thought o f  h o l d in g  the A.G.M. and o ther  important 
meetings in Birmingham? This seems a b e t t e r  p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  
th o se  members who. l i v e  in the North. S u re ly  Birmingham is  more 
c e n t r a l  and more members could  a f f o r d  t o  be p r e s e n t .  London is  
such a long  way o f f  and the c o s t  o f  the t r a in  f a r e  is  beyond 
the means o f  many o f  us .

( ( h i e  encounter  w i th  Father Tolk ien  is  s p le n d id  news, as I 
am sure we w i l l  a l l  a g re e ,  and I am w r i t i n g  to  him f o r t h w i t h .  
Regarding the idea o f  h o ld in g  the A.G.M. in Birmingham; you 
have a p o in t  there ,  but u n fo r tu n a t e ly  I t  cuts  both  ways I T h a t 's  
the d i f f i c u l t y  o f  be ing  so w id e ly  spread™ But I do agree  that 
we should do something about i t .

T hat 's  about a l l  now; The p o s t a l  s t r i k e  did  o f  course  reduce  
the postbag a great  d e a l ,  but now we can c i r c u l a t e  a g a in .

Belladonna Took.

A LATE ENTRY from Steve  Thomson, concern ing  Heather A le .
A c t u a l l y ,  the s e c r e t  o f  Heather A le  i s  s t i l l  w i th  us .  In an 

o ld  book o f  my b r o t h e r ' s ,  '’Moldy Warp the Mole" by A l i s o n  
U t t le y  ( C o l l i n s ,  1940) ,  Moldy Warp v i s i t s  the Badger w h i le  on 
a t r e a su re  hunt. I q u o t e C o m e  and have some s u p p e r , '  sa id  the 
Badger j o v i a l l y .  He drew a jug o f  Heather A le  from a cask in 
the c o r n e r ,  and cut a hunch o f  sweet herb  b r e a d . . . 'Your h e a l t h ,  
Badger, s i r '  said the M ole ,  s ip p in g  the Heather A l e .  'Myl t h i s  
i s  g o o d '  He smacked h is  l i p s . "

" 'Made from a l o n g - f o r g o t t e n  r e c i p e , ' s a i d  the B a d g e r . ' I t  i s  
brewed from the heath  and g o r s e  f l o w e rs  round h e r e ,  picked when 
the honey i s  in the b lossom s .  Nobody knows how to  make i t ,  but  
the Badger. Even Man has f o r g o t t e n .  I ' l l  g ive  you a p i t c h e r  o f  
i t  to c a r r y  heme™'" A l l  you have to  do Is  ask a b a d g e r . . .

- _  -  BE LLA D ONNA in RIVENDELL
It f e l t  l i k e  R iv e n d e l l  t o  me -  anyhow i t  was the "House o f  

Elrond" in a se n se ,  though the world  would c a l l  I t  the C .F .Mott 
C o l le g e  o f  E d u ca t ion .  Having been in v i t e d  by the " C o u n c i l  o f  
E lrond"  smial  to  g iv e  a t a l k  as a part  o f  th e ir  Arts  Week, I 
journeyed down on May 5 th ,  and f i n a l l y  found m y s e l f  in a lo v e ly  
p la ce  o f  la rg e  windows, grass  and t r e e s  and f r i e n d l y  f a c e s .

About 25 H o b b i t - f r i e n d s  came and l i s t e n e d  t o  my t a l k  w ith  
g r a t i f y i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  and d i s c u s s i o n  a f terw ards  was very  l i v e l y .  
J.D . C o l l i n s ,  Paul Coard and Graham Lamb were the moving s p i r i t s  
but there  were a l s o  Janet and Jane and many o t h e r s ,  who w i l l  
f o r g i v e  me i f  I h a v e n ' t  remembered t h e i r  names. We had a v e r y  
lon g  ta lk  a f t e r w a r d s ,  ' t i l l  the academic l o c k i n g  o f  doors  
drove  Us to  our own q u a r t e r s .  A v ery  e n jo y a b le  time Indeed.




