
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS With comments, f o r  the time being by
S t e v e ( ( . . . ) )

ARCHIE MERCER c / o  Harvey, 2 S t i t h i a n s  Row, Pour Lanes,
Redruth, C ornw al l ,  w r i t e s

Dear L a u r e l i n d e n iz e n s , Many thanks f o r  the MA.LL0RN • The c o v e r ,  
to  me., is  o b v i o u s l y  S t r id e r  -  though B e r y l ,  who has q u i t e  a 
crush  on S t r id e r  , says' t h a t 1 s not how she env isages  him at a l l ,

Dave / / / / / / / / /  Weldrake ( ( s i c ) )  on "Dragons" is '  ra ther  
r e m in is ce n t  o f  the "Man, Myth and Magic"  s t y l e  o f  treatm ent .  
A rch ie  Mercer on. L lasars  and L laesars  and th in gs  looks  
c o n fu s in g  -  but then c o n fu s io n  is  one o f 'm y  s p e c i a l i t i e s .  I 
must commend whoever cut those s t e n c i l s  on ap p aran t ly  c o r r e c t l y  
f o l l o w i n g  the v a r ia n t  s c e l l i n g s . ( ( Our t y p i s t  has a Welsh mother 
-  i t  was e a s y ! ) )

In the Great Debate between Belladonna and Faramir , the lady 
comes o f f  b e s t .  Far amir seems unsure o f  p r e c i s e l y  what h e ' s  
t ry in g  to, de fend ,  whereas Belladonna i s  in no doubt at  a l l  o f  
where her ta r g e ts  l i e l  She expresses  h e r s e l f  more c l e a r l y ,  t o o ;  
Faramir is  f r e q u e n t l y  hard to  f o l l o w .

Though somewhat l e s s  neat  o v e r a l l ,  the m agazine(or  " z i n e " ,  
as some sayl )has surv ived  i t s  removal and w i l l  no doubt proceed 
to  take r o o t  and f l o u r i s h  'mongst the g la des  o f  L o t h l o r i e n .

DAVE WELDRAKE 9 South View T errace ,  H i l l  Head, H a l i fa x  Road,
Dewsbury, Y o r k s . ,  w r i t e s : -

Yet again y o u 'v e  g o t  i t  wrongly s p e l t  (Shame on y o u l l ) .
Q uote :  " I t  should be ASTROLABE not  ASTOLiOBE. "  You m is s p e l t  that 
m is p r in t ,  l e a v in g  out an R.

I agree  w ith  A..R .Fal lone that  we ought to  have a few theme 
s o n g s .  There are  a few a l re a d y  w r i t t e n . . .  but I c a n ' t  see 
" B e l la d o n n a 's  Blues" or "Reggae w ith  Radagast" g e t t i n g  in to  
the top twenty.

Modesty prevents  me from sa y in g  anything  about my a r t i c l e  
on dragons .  A rch ie  M ercers  was fu n ,  i f  a l i t t l e  c o n fu s in g .  I 
s h a l l  have t o  read that  book sometime]]  The B u t t e r f l e y e  was 
O.K. In f a c t  i t  c le a re d  up a m is con cep t ion  that I 'd  had s in c e  
the age o f  s i x .  I 'd  always thought that a b u t t e r f l y  was the z ip  
on the s id e  o f  a Lurpaok. Out o f  B . T . ' s  postbag  the on ly  thing 
to  pass comment on is  the rough treatment that  Rosie Cotton 
must g iv e  to  her copy o f  LotR. I agree  that  a 3 0 / -  paperback 
is  t o o  b ig  f o r  com fort  but m in e 's  s t i l l  in good c o n d i t i o n  even 
a f t e r  I ’ ve read i t  tw ice  and i t ' s  been round a l l  my f r i e n d s .

And now those h ippy  a r t i c l e s .  F i r s t  I th ink  B e l la d on n a 's  
un fa ir  about t h i s  matter o f  d r e s s .  Like i t ' s  not important i f  
peop le  d ress  i n 1 c u l t i v a t e d  ragbag s q u a l o r '

" A l l  that is  go ld  does not g l i t t e r ,
Not a l l  those who wander are  l o s t . "

And whoever heard o f  anyone m entioning  sex  and Tolkien in 
the same breath  b e f o r e ?  I c e r t a i n l y  h a v e n ' t .  I t ' s  a good job  
I 'm one o f  these  sweet innocent  guys who knows nothing about 
sex !  _I always thought the Hobbit  was a f a i r y  s t o r y . . .

F i n a l l y ,  a po int  where I agree  w ith  Bel ladonna.  LotR i s  
"A moral: e t h i c a l  book f u l l  o f  the o l d - f a s h i o n e d  v i r t u e s . "  I f  
the.se are  the values  she h o l d s ,  I'm s h e ' s  not become a d r o p -o u t  
t o o .  A l l  that  modern western s o c i e t y  is  concerned about is  
power,  s ta tu s  and w e a l th .  Love has no p la c e  in the e s ta b l i sh m en t  
You can on ly  have l o v e  between i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and I f  they lo v e  
does  It.-,matter i f  t h e y ' r e  d r o p -o u ts  or ' s t i r i a g h t s ' ?



JOHN ABBOTT 32,  C o r n f ie ld  Avenue, Oakes, H u d d e r s f i e ld ,
Y o r k s h ir e .  HD3 4PY. ................. __.......... _____...........

Thank you v ery  much f  or' •s-end ing " The M allorn "  Mk I I ,  a l b e i t  in 
a long  c y l i n d r i c a l  form. Our sm a l l ,  s p h e r i c a l  postman must have 
ta<ken a d i s l i k e  to  i t /m e :  the e a g e r ly  awaited jo u rn a l  a r r iv e d  
in a s o r r y  c o n d i t i o n .  (( 'This i s s u e ' s  f l a t  -  i f  you want w e ' l l  
cut  o f f  the c o rn e rs  and make i t  round, i f  t h a t ' l l  h e l p . . . ) )

The cover was very  s t r i k i n g .  A .R .PallonQ .did a f i n e  p ie ce  
o f  work. ( I s  t h i s  Aragorn f o l l o w i n g  the Paths o f  the Dead?) I 
en joyed  the l e t t e r s ,  but  would l i k e  to see a t  l e a s t  tw ic e  th is  
number per i s s u e .  ( ( I f  we d o n ' t  g e t  more, w e ' l l  s t a r t  w r i t in g  
to  o u r s e lv e s  soon ,  you have be n̂ warned. . . ) )  One could not but 
respond in some way to  the i n v i t a t i o n  from CrutlOden and 
the E d i to r s  r e .  h e r a l d i c  d e v i ce s  (a c a l l  to  arms?) The e n c lo se d  
sheee ts  o f  m is ce l la n e o u s  items may o f f e r  the odd -  v e r y  odd -  
emblem. ((Some o f  these are s c a t t e r e d  about 'in the a p p r o p r ia te  
p la c e s  . . . ) )

A rch ie  M e r c e r 's  a r t i c l e  could  have been w r i t t e n  by Alan 
Garner, w ith  t i t l e  by Spike M i l l i g a n .  I l ik e d  i t .
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Her s i s t e r  was even
more a t t r a c t i v e . ( There 
is  no mention o f  th is  
s i s t e r  in LotR:. The 
Dwarves; were' very  
s e c r e t i v e  about most 
t h in g s ,  and kept 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  q u ie t  
about t h e ir  women.
And no w onder) .

The shor t  rev iew  o f  "The Last Unicorn" made one t e l l i n g  
p o in t  -  the humour o f  LotR Is somewhat rare  and c o l d ,  a l though 
there are a few homely touches .  Yet provided  he goes on w r i t in g  
such m a s te r fu l  s t u f f  as the T r i l o g y ,  I fo r  one w o u ld n 't  ask 
JiiRT. to  wear a red nose or p r a c t i c e  a funny walk. I doubt i f



I s h a l l  seek out "The Last U n icorn " .  B e l la d o n n a 's  "H ipp ies  
or H o b b it s ? "  was ap lea sa nt  s u r p r i s e  and she made some v ery  good 
p o i n t s .  (R e a l l y ,  BT. did not do h e r s e l f  j u s t i c e  in the 
" B e l la d o n n a 's  Broadsheet"  o f  bygone d a y s ) .  The B u t t e r f l e y e  gave 
me q u i t e  a turn .  I q u i c k l y  turned the page and so- was unable t o  
br in g  my pow erfu l  mind t o  bear on the c o m p le x i t i e s  o f  Kieth  
B r id g e s '  e p i c . . , .  A .ft . F a l l o n e ' s r e p l y  to  B T . 'S  a r t i c l e  v/as 
m a s te r ly .  I'm s t i l l  comparing the two. There is  o b v io u s ly  much 
more d i s c u s s i o n  to comeJ

F i n a l l y ,  c ou ld  you p lea se  r e l e a s e  the name o f  the in sp ire d  
person who suggested  the t i t l e  "The M a l l o rn "?  It  could  not be 
b e t t e r  as a symbol:  a growing,  d e v e lo p in g  c r e a t i o n  w ith  o u t -  
r e a ch in g  b r a n c h e s . . .  ( ( I  rather fa ncy  the idea came from the 
Pardoes .  Correct '  me i f  I'm wrong) )  Our Mallorn even seems 
l i k e l y  to  c a r r y  i t s  complement o f  n u t s . . .

J .D .  COLLINS o f  COUNCIL o f  ELROND Smial ,  C .F .  Mott C o l le g e  o f  
E d u ca t io n ,  P r e s c o t ,  Lancs . ,  w r i t e s :

Love the ’ c o v e rs  -  more p lease  -  many non-members have n o t i c e d  
them and were i n t r i g u e d .  Hope the. l e t t e r s  pages w i l l  f l o u r i s h  
as some f o l k  (Like  me) h a v e n ' t  the wit  to  wax l i t e r a r y  on the 
world o f  Tokien,  nor "the knowledge to  a r t i c u l o r i s e  on th ings  
l i k e  "The Dragon" -  v e r y ,  very  good ,  by the way. A rch ie  
M e r c e r 's  th in g  on you-know-who and fa m i ly  is  q u i t e  stunning ,
I ' l l  probably  understand i t  when I read i t  again and a g a i n . . .

The Happy Hippy v ersu s  Hippy Hobbit  th ing  was ju s t  too  
much -  y e s ,  and no Bel ladonna,  o r ,  i f  you p r e f e r ,  no, and yes 
Faramir .  B e l la d o n n a 's  postbag  r a i s e s  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s : -  
how many f o l k  in The S ta te s  get  the "la-1 l o r n " ?  It  would be n i c e  
i f  maybe they a l l  d i d .  ( ( 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s  should b o o s t  the 
c i r c u l a t i o n . . .  A c t u a l l y ,  on ly  members o f  the B r i t i s h  Tolkien . 
S o c i e t y  get  i t ;  5 In the S t a t e s ,  and 2 in Canada.) )

AhJ Please  -  a p lea  to  anyone vaguely .. .musical.  Can you 
r e -a r r a n g e  the ’ tune o f  "God r e s t  you merry gentlemen" t o  f i t  
the chant "A E lb e re th  G i l t h o n i e l l "?  The f i r s t  l i n e  or so f i t s  
n i c e l y  and its  a tune we can a l l  s in g  w ithout  too  much t r o u b l e ,  
y e t  sounds a lmost  p la in  cbantishJ ( ( I  th in k  i t  goes b e t t e r  t o  
the tune o f  " G re e n s le e v e s "  m y s e l f .  You know, baa baa ba ba, 
bababa ba ba.-. . ...sorry ))

On "Mallorn  1 " ;  " B r i e f  Notes on H ero ic  Fantasy"  were 
e x c e l l e n t ,  can P h i l  e n la rg e  upon th is  p l e a s e ,  or have a r e g u la r  
s p o t  re v ie w in g  v a r iou s  books a l r e a d y  on the scene (Or e n te r in g  
i t ) ? ? . ?  r e .  B e l la d o n n a 's  r e v i e w ‘ o f  that Catherine  Stimpson book,
I l i k e d  i t . ( t h e  r e v ie w ) ,  even though I d o n ' t  know anyth ing  ab out  
the book i t s e l f .  A c ry  to  the h e a r t  though -  what i s  "Beorhtmoth? 
I assume i t ' s  some e a r l y  Tolkien work, but can one g e t  ho ld  o f  
i t ? ?  ( (See  the b i b l i o g r a p h y . ( Thank you JBA) . ) )

DAVID PEARSON 31, Main S t r e e t ,  S t .  Bees,
.( Cumberland, w r i t e s :

Many thanks f o r  Mallorn 2.  I th in k  a l l  the a r t i c l e s  were good,  
e s p e c i a l l y  Dave W eldpake 's  "Dragons" and the b a t t l e  between 
Belladonna and Faramir about the h i p p i e s .  Both seem to  b r in g ,  
out some v e r y  good p o i n t s ,  but t o  my mind Belladonna i s  more on 
the r i g h t  t r a c k s ,  and her p o r t r a y a l  o f  LotR as the op o s i t e  o f  
the i d e a l  world  o f  the h i p p y - i s  c o r r e c t .

The artw ork  was a l l  good ,  e s p e c i a l l y . the im press ive  c o v e r .
The most amusing p o in t  made was that  o f  R os ie  Turner, w ith  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  her s u i c i d a l  copy o f  the paperback LotR. I share 
her t r o u b le s  and a l s o  f in d  that  a f t e r  f r eq u en t  use the back 
cur ves. ,r ound. in t o  a s e m i c i r c l e  or w orse .  I have s o lv e d  my 
problems now, though, by purchase o f  the 6gns.  e d i t i o n . ( ( c o r l ) )

I th ink the on ly  - th in g - th e  magazine cou ld  w e l l  have done 
w ithout  was K ieth  B r id g e s '  " l i t t l e  d i t t y " ,  which d o e s n ' t  seem 
q u i t e  r i g h t  somehow1



David Pearson c o n t in u e s :  , , ,  , .
P h i l  Spencer makes an i n t e r e s t i n g  po in t  when he says in h i s

l e t t e r  t o  the editor . )  that he d i s l i k e s  a n a ly s i s  because i t  
bores  him and r e v e a l s  f a u l t s .  I would c e r t a i n l y  d i s a g r e e  w ith  
the l a t t e r  p o i n t .  A n a ly s is  o f  T o l k i e n ' s  works i s  one of my 
most a b sorb in g  h o b b i e s .  So far  I have w r i t t e n  ( f o r  my own 
amusement) 200 pages o f  a n a ly s i s  o f  e v e r y th in g  in LotE, The

and "Tom Bombadil" beg inn ing  w ith  A and B .  as y e t  1H o b b i t " ,
have never found any f a u l t s ; 
gone t o  w r i t e  these books is  
amazing; I th ink  i t  must be 
i c ism  about LotR.

the depth in t o  which Tolkien '  has 
s u r p r i s i n g l y  good and h i s  a ccuracy  

one o f  the reasons  f o r  my fh n a t -

ROSEMARY PARDOE 15, S e lk i r k  Court ,  W hit ley  Road,
London N17 6uF w r i t e s :

The Artwork -  what th e re  'was o f  i t  -  was good .  I e s p e c i a l l y  
l ik e d  the dragon.

The c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were i n t e r e s t i n g  and v a r i e d .  One or two 
p o in t s  about A lex  Holds cl imidt ' s rev iew  o f  Last Unicorn -  I 
agree  with him that i t  i s  a superb book. However I d i s a g r e e  
w ith  him when he says th a t "n o -o n e  e l s e  has ever heard o f  i t  : 
i t  has been reviewed in a number o f  f a n z in e s .  What's  more i t  
has been made in to  a song by Tyrannosaurus Rex ( She was born 
t o  be my Unicorn" 'on t h e i r  "Unicorn"  LP) -  a v e r y ,  v ery  good 
song as i t  happens -  I can reccomend i t .  " P o e t i c  l i c e n s e  changes 
1 b u l l ' in the book to ' b o a r '  in the song,  but apart  from that 
the song i s  very  much based on the book.

On the  "h ippy"  c o n t r o v e r s y .  My view is  that  the more peop le  
who e n jo y  LotR the b e t t e r  -  be they " h i p p i e s "  (no one has yet  
been a b le  t o  d e f i n e  that  term to  my s a t i s f a c t i o n )  or anything  
e l s e .  To a la rg e  ex tent  I agree  w ith  A .A • F a l l o n e ' s  arguments, 
but I th in k  they .w ere  a l i t t l e  d i so r g a n is e d

L e t t e r s : -  l e t ' s
em,

have MORE, 
so up) ( ( I agref 

few members

(Of course  you c a n ' t  p r in t  ’ em i f  
you d o n ' t  g e t  ’ em, so i n a c t i v e  members should wake 
e n t i r e l y -  the magazine tends to  be a monopoly o f  a 
because t h e y ' r e  the on ly  ones who w r i t e . ) )
AUDREY WALTON 25 ,  Yewdale C re sce n t ,  Coventry ,

Warwickshire CV2 2FF. w r i t e s :
Loved the cover  -  admired the f r e e - f l o w i n g  l i n e s  - . b u t  w e r e n ' t  
the"hands too  sm a l l?  I was s o r r y  when Dave Weldrakeis dragon 
a r t i c l e  ended, was jus t  becoming co m p le te ly  absorbed when -  hey 
Dresto  -  no morel m a t  a p i t y  as i t  was so i n t e r e s t i n g  -  the 
home d o c to r  paragraph d e l i g h t e d  me. A rch ie  M e r c e r ' s  fa m i ly  
s o r t  out was fun -  but ohl those Welsh names 1 Belladonna Took 
has a v ery  f i n e  w r i t i n g  s t y l e  and a c l e a r  head to  go w ith  i t .
I t o o  th in k  i t  i s  about time we g o t  our s u b - c u l t u r e s  s o r t e d  out 
and c l a s s i f i e d .

I thought  i t  a v ery  good touch to  f o l l o w  B e l la d o n n a '0
more than one 
I pre fer  
t o  fe '5 l  that

a r t i c l e  by F a l l o n e ' s .  I t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  to have 
p o in t  o f  view t o  churn over in o n e 's  t i n y  mind.
F a l l o n e * s  v i s i o n  o f  M id d le -E a rth  m y s e l f .  I l i k e  
someone s t i l l  has a poem s i n g in g  in h i s  s o u l ,  somewhere.. ;

S u r e lv  Middle  Earth h ies  on e i t h e r  s id e  o f  the Birmingham 
cana l  and not in the Y orksh ire  Wolds as. Dave Weldrake su g g ests?

HARTLEY PATTERSON F in c h e s ,  7 Cambridge Road, B e a c o n s f i e l d ,
Bucks, w r i t e s :

Dave Weldrake in "The Dragon" p l a i n l y  b a r e ly  touches on a la r g e  
s u b j e c t .  Chinese dragons ,  and the r e a l  dragons on oumatra. 
Makes a change from Unicdrnsl

Welsh m ythology ,  as in  A r c h i e ' s  a r t i c l e , ,  i s  something T'm 
ju s t  beg inn ing  to f ind  out about .  T here 's  some o f  It. in LotR, 
though m o st ly  hidden in the a p p e n d i c e s . . .Araw, the Lord o f  
F a e r ie  f i r s t  in troduced  p igs  t o  the world when he gave thorn 
t o  Pryder i  -  and Araw can be found in LotR i f  you l o o k  hard 
enough, in a p p r o p r ia te  d i s g u i s e



beH a rt ley  c o n t i n u e s : -  , ,
As f o r  the Great Hippy Debate - - t h e  Shire  seems^to me to

an e x c e l l e n t  model  fo r  a d ro p -o u t  s o c i e t y .  The minimum o f  
Governmental c o n t r o l ,  no laws except  those o f  common-sense.
A c h o i c e  between communal l i v i n g  (the  Tooks and the Brandybucks) 
and thè fa m i ly  u n i t .  Ho mass-media t e l l i n g  you how to  behave,  
d y n a s t y  f a c t o r i e s . -The H obbits  have indeed -dropped o u t '  in 
Shat events  o u t s id e  the S h ire  are  o f . n o  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  to  them, 
and they have no wish t o  be in v o lv e d .

JAMES (M ITHBA.HD IR ) EAD 29 U ttoxeter  Road, L i t t l e  S toke ,
Hr. Stone"  S t a f f s .  3T15 8QX. w r i t e s :  

Thank you for  M a l lo rn  2.  The whole s o c i e t y  seems t o  be g e t t i n g  
in to  p e r s p e c t i v e  now, and the ' s i n e  r e f l e c t i n g  a wider f i e l d .
A l l  the a r t i c l e s  proved i n t e r e s t i n g ,  as did the q u a l i t y  and 
o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  the i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and p oe t ry  in c lu d e d .  . •

Belladonna had seme good po in ts  to  make about Hippies  and 
TntR but so did Faramir. LotR is. not  the on ly  ' r e l i g i o u s  
book* inc luded  in the h ip p ie s  read ing  c i r c l e s .  Belladonna f a i l e d  
t o  p o in t  out that  in America a Tolkien c u l t  e x i s t s  e x c lu d in g  
h i p p i e s  where they chant prayers  to  E lb e re th  and TOLKIEN in 
^ t e m p l e s ' d e d i c a t e d  to  t h i s  type o f  w orsh ip .  I f e e l  that  these  
neople  are a g r e a te r  th r e a t  t o  the Tolkien i d e a l  o f  Middle  
Earth 'than ft group o f  h i p p i e s  who are l o o k in g  f o r  
forms -of r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e .  I f e e l  m y s e l f  that  LotR does 
br in g  about a r e l i g i o u s  awe to  those  who read i t .  These id e a s ,  
t o  S f ;  bubble  over In "L ea f  by N i g g l e " ,  which in  my i n t e r p r e t -  
a t io n  seems to  be the judgement o f  s o u ls  by a G o d - l ik e  and a 
D e v i l - l i k e  f i g u r e .  Perhaps p r o fe s s o r  Tolk ien  r e f l e c t s  part  o f  
h i s  own' t h e o l o g i c a l  id e a l s  in h i s  w r i t i n g  w ithout  r e a l i s i n g  i t .

Thanks a l s o  f o r  the sheet  o f  Runic c h a r a c t e r s ,  I have f o r  a 
w h i le  w r i t t e n  in the Runic characters,  and t h is  is  u s e fu l .T h e  
only  " th ing wrong i s  that mine are g r a d u a l ly  f a d i n g ,  as th ings  
using a P hotocop ier  usually ,  do .  ( (O f  course  be ing  Dwarf-runes 
and w r i t t e n  on paper ,  they may w e l l  turn, out to  be 
t o o  Like Elrond sa id  to  Thorin and Gandalf ,  you 11 have to  
wa?t Tor the r i g h t  moon u n t i l  they reap p ear ,  and even then only 
w h i le  the  moon is  out.^ Good l u c k ) )  . i

7Br oxburnRoad , Broadway l is ta te ,  
Warminster , W i l t s .

Many, many thanks fo r  the copy o f  -Mallorn 2 ' . My name seems to  
be a i l  over th is  i s s u e  in one way or another or s o  i t  se  .ms 
mv f a m e - a t - l a s t ,  e g o t i s t i c a l  eye.  I w a it  atremble fo r  tne 
r e p e r cu s s i o n s  from my a r t i c l e . ' (  (Y ou 'sh ou ld  by now e n 
acute  s t a t e  o f  s e l f A g r a t i f i c a t i o n . . . ) )

To a n a ly se  the z in e .  L e t t e r s  : Lin C a r t e r ' s  book on To lk ien  
is  by fa r  the b e s t  and, a p a r t  from a few mi=ta k ®= J Ì n l T s e e m s

a M r
m » t Ì o Ì e d nc r a Ì e I ' R w M t e r S od d S f ( i  which
I have read a l l ' t h e  way through four  t im es,  understanding  a ou 
t w o T o r d s  in s i x !  X c a n ' t  see  the co n n e c t io n  however w ith  Bob 
_ _ . , . n  ̂ t q q anothor contr  i o u to r  suB-uou  ̂ was
m o "  o? L s s  a rehash o f  the index and. appendix  o f  LotR. Graves 
b e v e r ° d i d  go in f o r  F in n is h ,  thank Cerridwen, or I would not  
never a i  g . ,,nd erstand more than one word in s i x  -  but I

1 * H o rs le y -s  a r t i c l e .  P h i l  i s “ other Unicorn l o v e r  -  
a°UI a l o n e  in d i s l i k i n g  th is  c rea tu re?  ((No -  JD C o l l i n s  says. 
f  that  h is  "Grop” - reckons the Unicorn is  the
"B e n e fa c to r  "o f  h i s  t o r i c a l  whitewashing” ; I p e r s o n a l ly  p r e fe r  
: ? J0 f ! °  ) )  t mean i t ' s  o n ly  a n i c e  white  h orse  w ith  a horn ,
a f t e r  a l l * . . .  Am I t o  understand you have not committed gre a t

A .R . (FARAIIR) FALLONE



s labs  o f  Tolkien to  memory and cannot r e c i t e  "E a r e n d i l  the 
Mariner v e r s o  by v e r s e ?  Shame.

In B e l la d o n n a 's  Postbag,  Dave W eld rak e 's  s t o r y  o f  the 
murderous Pop o f  the P ie t s  was charming, b u t , Bell  adonna ’ s  ̂
b racketed  comment as regards  Cornish miners and' gold  p r o s p e c t ­
ors was rendered h i l a r i o u s  due to  the p r in t i n g  e r r o r .  A l I 'm 
very  s o r r y  about the  m iss ing  word -  I s t i l l  d o n ' t  know w h a t . i t  
was-, but I ' l l  ask B e l la d o n n a . ) )

Dave Weldrakes a r t i c l e  on'Dragons (most apt s u b je c t  f o r  
someone w ith  a Drake in h i s  name) was very  good ,  c l e a r ,  and 
i n f o r m a t i v e . " L l a s a r  Llaes Somethig and Family was cur ious  but 
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  having  some resemblance to  the m y t h o lo g i c a l  
d e t e c t i v e  work o f  Robert Graves in. the 'White G o d d e ss ' .  Has 
A rch ie  read ' I s l e  o f  the M ighty '  by Evangel ine  Walton? I f  he 
l i k e s  that  s o r t  o f  s t u f f  the book should p lease  him, b e ing  a 
f i c t i o n a l i s e ' d  v e r s io n  o f  the I r i s h  myths. As f o r  the other two
ar t i d e s  , ' n u f f  sa id  .

The review o f  "The l a s t  Unicorn" (d ra t t e d  c r e a t u r e ) .  I don-'^t 
agree  about there  be'ing l i t t l e  humour in LotR and more In th is  
book -  n e i th e r  work is  an attempt a t  a comedy. And I do not  
agree th a t  i t  i s  a b e t t e r  book than T o lk ien ,  a l th ough  the 
l i t e r a r y  standard is  about the same. Peter  B e a g l e ' s  book has 
been around for  q u i t e  some t im e ;  I read i t  over a year ago and 
was under the im press ion  that i t  was q u i t e  w e l l  known. I p la ce  
It  in my top ten o f  most eng ross in g  books read ... . .even though 
i t ' h a s  as a c e n t r a l  ch a ra c te r  one o f  those  w h ite -horned  g e e -
gees 3

Why should you l i m i t  the book reviews to  only one per i s s u e ?  
( ( . I t ’ s hard enough to g e t  l e t t e r s ,  l e t  a lon e  book rev iew s !  No, 
s e r i o u s l y  we'd l o v e  t o  p r in t  book r e v ie w s ,  and as many as we 
c a n ) )  I 'm ’ sure there a re  many members who would l i k e  to  read 
shor t  d e s r c r i p t i o n s  and c r i t i c i s m ' s  o f  books in. a s im i la r  
b ra ck e t  to T o lk ien ,  not n e c e s s a r i l y  new books but maybe those 
that a l o t  o f  p e o p l e 'h a v e n ' t  heard o f .

Another thought -  what about in form a tion  about the le a d in g  
l i g h t s  or l e s s e r  lu m i n o s i t i e s  o f  the S o c . ,  p erson a l  d e t a i l s ,  
n a tu ra l  h a b i t a t ( ( H e  means H o b b i t a t ) ) ,  haunts ,  maybe p h y s i c a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n s . . .  anyth ing  to render the S oc .  a l i t t l e  l e s s  f a c e ­
l e s s  to  th ose  l i k e  m yse l f .w ho  are  s tu ck  out In the w i ld e rn e ss  
far  from London and any chance o f  m eeting  other members. T e l l  us 
what s o r t  o f  c re a tu re s  you b e ; -  fo r  a l l  I know, S teve  Thomson 
may be a homogenous c r y s t a l l i n e  be ing ,  c o n s t a n t ly  v ibrating^  on 
the f requ ency  o f  atomic  hydrogen,  o p e ra t in g  h i s  ty p e w r ite r  by 
t e l e k i n e s i s . . .  ( ( T i c k ,  t i c k ,  b u z z * „ A c t u a l ly ,  t h e r e ' s  e ig h t  o f  
us in L a u re l in d o re n a n , c a l l e d , ,  from the l e f t ¡ C a r o l i n e  A l g a r , 
Matthew Kirknan, Rachael M e l la r ,  Susan P h i l l im o r e ,  E l i z a b e t h  
R u d d ,G i l l ia n  S m ith , ' Margaret Thackray, and l a s t ,  Steven Thomson. 
W e 're  a l l  in the 2nd year s i x t h  form at  s c h o o ls  in  K ingston .  
(T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  A - l e v e l s  in June)

A c t u a l l y , o u r  homogenous' c r y s t a l s  a rc  running at  
minimal output ju s t  now (^ even more than usual  ) )  and 
T e le k i n e s i s  was never one o f  our s trong  p o i n t s ,  which arc 
m ain ly  more in the l i n e  o f  s tran ge  meetings on the n o t o r i o u s  
Ham Common at  dead o f  n i g h t ,  t o a s t i n g  marshmallows and 
mushrooms ' ( ( l o v e l y  combination ))  over a camp f i r e .  So much
fo r  I n t e l l e c t  and h o b b i t a t .  Now for  
most a t t r a c t i v e  o f  our f a i r  maidens 
g e n e r a l l y  speaking  w e ' r e  a l l  p r e t t y  
males?  w e l l ,  a l l  1 can say is  there  
address  any a p p l i c a t i o n s  to  j o i n  to

a d e s c r i p t i o n : -  
is  fine

by far
E l i z a b e t h  , but 

fa b u l o u s .  As f o r  the 
.are two few o f  them, 

Steve ( (  I ' v e  g o t  a

the

f e e l i n g  he o n ly  l e t s  the females  j o in  and v e t o s  the r e s t ) ) .


