
BELLADONNA ’ S POSTBAG

GREETINGS. During the past  qu a r ter  I  have had v i s i t s  from 
s e v e r a l  o f  you -  J .D .C o l l in s  (who tumbled in on w a sh in g -d a y ) ,  
Steve Thomson, K ie th  B r id g e s ,  or Béorn, w ith  a l l  the B e o m i n g s ,
Graham ( 11 o f  
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, in e f f e c t ,  f i n i s h e d ;  but our author keeps on 
r e p o l i s h i n g  i t .  There i s  however NO tru th  in the p e r s i s t e n t  
rumour that  in the event  o f  h i s  death a l l  unpublished Mss are  
to  be d e s t r o y e d .  This Is w ithout  any fo u n d a t i o n ,  and a l l  a n x ie ty  
on th a t  s c o r e  can be s e t  a s id e .

J .D . COLLINS. o f  C .F .M ott  C o l l e g e  o f  E d u ca t ion ,
P r e s c o t t ,  L a n cs . ,  w r i t e s :

On page 789 o f  the paperback LotR Gandalf says t o  D enethor :"F or  
I a l s o  am a Steward. Did you not  know?" Who then is  King or 
h e i r  to  h i s  Stewardship? I c a n ' t  think o f  anyone In the book. 
Help] ( (Look  up C o r in th ia n s ,  chapter  4, v e r s e  1.  That w i l l  t e l l  
y ou .  BT))

In an 'SF '  book e n t i t l e d  " F o u r - f o r - t h e - F u t u r e " , James B l i s h  
w rote  a s h o r t  s t o r y  c a l l e d  "S k y s ig n " .  The main c h a r a c t e r ,  
h a rd ly  the h e r o ,  is  an American -  who b e l i e v e  i t  or not  i s  a 
member o f  a H obbit  S o c i e t y .  This p o in t  i s  r a i s e d  once or tw ice  
o v e r .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  h i s  a c t i o n s  concern ing  a c e r t a i n  la d y ,  and 
o ther  f e a tu r e s  o f  the p l o t ,  make i t  q u i t e  p la in  that  h i s  concern 
w ith  Hobbits  does  not  extend t o  an a d opt ion  o f  t h e i r  morals  or 
humble a m b i t i o n s . . .  I g o t  a b i t  o f  a shock ,  that  a Hobbitomane 
cou ld  behave l i k e  that  ch aracter  d id .  O bv ious ly ,  we a re  no 
ANGLES (as some w i l l  no doubt say i f  they see  t h i s  in p r in t )  or 
even ANGELS, however, i t  d id  seem to  me that  ' th e  R in g s '  i s  so 
f u l l  o f  v i r t u e  th a t  i t  c o u l d n ' t  h e lp  rubbing  o f f  onto  i t s  
r e a d e r s .  I can q u i t e  p l a i n l y  see t h a t  th is  need not  be so ,  but 
I thought I ' d  rage a p p r o p r i a t e l y .  Rage] Rage] ((Your rage  i s  
s h a red ,  though I h a v e n ' t  read the s t o r y .  Although there  is  
never any su g g e s t io n  o f  the od ious  t a s t e  o f  "a s t o r y  w ith  a 
m o r a l " ,  none the l e s s  the t r i l o g y  has a v ery  f irm m oral  
s u b s t r u c t u r e ,  and l i k e  the three Rings o f  the E l f - L o r d s ,  i t  
" W i l l  not s u f f e r  e v i l " .  BT))

MICHAEL SCOTT ROHAN 12, I n v e r l i e t h  Gardens, Edinburgh,
EH3 5PS, S co t la n d ,  w r i t e s :

Have you n o t i c e d  correspondence  between Wagner and Tolkien?
I qu ote  -  from memory -  one example from "Das Hheingold" -  
A lb er ich (w h o  i s  something l i k e  an Orcish Gollum):  So lo n g  as 
he l i v e s  may the Lord o f  the Ring waste away as the  Slave  o f  
the Ring^l ( ( Y e s ,  there  are  many c o rre sp o n d e n ce s ,  and I  th in k ,  
a n "unconsc ious  background o f  the Wagnerian type o f  m u s ic .  I t  i s  
q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  to  s in g  "Ah, E lb e r e t h  G i l t h o n i e l "  to the tune o f  
"Oh Star  o f  Eve" from "Tannhäuser" .  I t  might even f i t  i t  b e t te r
than Donald Swann's tune .BT))

( (The next l e t t e r ,  from James Ead, i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and im p o r t a n t . ) )
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JAMES (MITHRANDTR) EAD 29 ,  H t to x e te r  R o a d . ,  L i t t l e  S tok e ,
nr S to n e , S t a f f s . ,  w r i t e s :

It  can now be said  that  there i s  one good reason  f o r  l i v i n g  in 
the M id land s ,  c l o s e  t o  that  ’ b lackened  a r e a ’ the P o t t e r i e s .  In 
f a c t  i t  appears that  a ' l i g h t '  has appeared amongst th e  
’ D arkness ’ . We have met none o ther  than Father  T o lk ie n ,
P r o f e s s o r  T o l k i e n ’ s e l d e s t  son,  who i s  a p r i e s t  in S tok e .

He proved to  be a most i n t e r e s t i n g  informant on the  Tolkien  
Scene.Did  you know th a t  a f i l m  o f  LotRis under p r e p a ra t i o n  at  
the moment in America. (A car toon  fi lm.?)  The Americans i t  seems 
p e s te re d  the P ro fe ss o r  f o r  many years  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  t o  ge t  
some p e a c e . . .  (The reason  why he now l i v e s  in a s e c r e t  r e s i d e n c e  
a lo n g  the  Bournemouth c o a s t )

He gave a most I n t e r e s t i n g  t a lk  on Tom Bombadil and the 
s t o r i e s  which the P ro fe s s o r  t o ld  to  them as c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  
s tran ge  c h a r a c t e r .  In f a c t  he (Tom Bombadil) was a dutch d o l l  
which the To lk ien  c h i l d r e n  p o s s e s s e d -  the o n ly  reason  he was 
in c lu d ed  in the book ( f o r  he c e r t a i n l y  does not b e l o n g )  i s  th at 
the c h i ld r e n  pes tered  t h e ir  f a th e r  to  in c lu d e  him.We are l o o k in g  
forward to  m eeting  Father Tokien again so that  we may fu r th er  
d i s c u s s  h i s  fa th e r  and h i s  works.

Has anyone thought o f  h o l d in g  the A.G.M. and o ther  important 
meetings in Birmingham? This seems a b e t t e r  p r o p o s i t i o n  f o r  
th o se  members who. l i v e  in the North. S u re ly  Birmingham is  more 
c e n t r a l  and more members could  a f f o r d  t o  be p r e s e n t .  London is  
such a long  way o f f  and the c o s t  o f  the t r a in  f a r e  is  beyond 
the means o f  many o f  us .

( ( h i e  encounter  w i th  Father Tolk ien  is  s p le n d id  news, as I 
am sure we w i l l  a l l  a g re e ,  and I am w r i t i n g  to  him f o r t h w i t h .  
Regarding the idea o f  h o ld in g  the A.G.M. in Birmingham; you 
have a p o in t  there ,  but u n fo r tu n a t e ly  I t  cuts  both  ways I T h a t 's  
the d i f f i c u l t y  o f  be ing  so w id e ly  spread™ But I do agree  that 
we should do something about i t .

T hat 's  about a l l  now; The p o s t a l  s t r i k e  did  o f  course  reduce  
the postbag a great  d e a l ,  but now we can c i r c u l a t e  a g a in .

Belladonna Took.

A LATE ENTRY from Steve  Thomson, concern ing  Heather A le .
A c t u a l l y ,  the s e c r e t  o f  Heather A le  i s  s t i l l  w i th  us .  In an 

o ld  book o f  my b r o t h e r ' s ,  '’Moldy Warp the Mole" by A l i s o n  
U t t le y  ( C o l l i n s ,  1940) ,  Moldy Warp v i s i t s  the Badger w h i le  on 
a t r e a su re  hunt. I q u o t e C o m e  and have some s u p p e r , '  sa id  the 
Badger j o v i a l l y .  He drew a jug o f  Heather A le  from a cask in 
the c o r n e r ,  and cut a hunch o f  sweet herb  b r e a d . . . 'Your h e a l t h ,  
Badger, s i r '  said the M ole ,  s ip p in g  the Heather A l e .  'Myl t h i s  
i s  g o o d '  He smacked h is  l i p s . "

" 'Made from a l o n g - f o r g o t t e n  r e c i p e , ' s a i d  the B a d g e r . ' I t  i s  
brewed from the heath  and g o r s e  f l o w e rs  round h e r e ,  picked when 
the honey i s  in the b lossom s .  Nobody knows how to  make i t ,  but  
the Badger. Even Man has f o r g o t t e n .  I ' l l  g ive  you a p i t c h e r  o f  
i t  to c a r r y  heme™'" A l l  you have to  do Is  ask a b a d g e r . . .

- _  -  BE LLA D ONNA in RIVENDELL
It f e l t  l i k e  R iv e n d e l l  t o  me -  anyhow i t  was the "House o f  

Elrond" in a se n se ,  though the world  would c a l l  I t  the C .F .Mott 
C o l le g e  o f  E d u ca t ion .  Having been in v i t e d  by the " C o u n c i l  o f  
E lrond"  smial  to  g iv e  a t a l k  as a part  o f  th e ir  Arts  Week, I 
journeyed down on May 5 th ,  and f i n a l l y  found m y s e l f  in a lo v e ly  
p la ce  o f  la rg e  windows, grass  and t r e e s  and f r i e n d l y  f a c e s .

About 25 H o b b i t - f r i e n d s  came and l i s t e n e d  t o  my t a l k  w ith  
g r a t i f y i n g  i n t e r e s t ,  and d i s c u s s i o n  a f terw ards  was very  l i v e l y .  
J.D . C o l l i n s ,  Paul Coard and Graham Lamb were the moving s p i r i t s  
but there  were a l s o  Janet and Jane and many o t h e r s ,  who w i l l  
f o r g i v e  me i f  I h a v e n ' t  remembered t h e i r  names. We had a v e r y  
lon g  ta lk  a f t e r w a r d s ,  ' t i l l  the academic l o c k i n g  o f  doors  
drove  Us to  our own q u a r t e r s .  A v ery  e n jo y a b le  time Indeed.


