THE STORY COF FTHE SILIIARILLION: by JIii ALLAN.
PA YT ONE.
Throuyh the publication of “he Ho bit, “he Lord o{ the Tings, The

s

Ldventures of Tom llombadil, a 3 ‘ ?oc' Iver Unm wucn of the

orivate nyth ology OF Jaitars ”07”ien heo been blVOQ to the »nublic,

But g awuch or wore still renaiann hidden, Jocked in uatvblivhed nanues
seripts, or only within LolLlun" iind.

. e . . = 3
Por example, in 1066 Toll:ien uvas 1sked cbout Ifan ever reachins the

sotential he dieswlayed at the end of MLotl. Tollkien renlied,

ST did write » centinuvation story, toliing place  obhont one hundrad
yeors ofter thie end of The Tord of the [li~ns. I courre heill go bad
becaure he's rick of peace. ..VWell, T haveun’t finishad writins it
becaure I didnit vw.nt to go on with it; it’c calle? iThe Mew Shadow’ .
The peonle cannet bear merce for c¢ne hundred years. ~iter « hundred
years of peace and vrorperity people would all he geins into every
kind of wadne s, :( 1)}

But if Tolkien has «iven us on a sequel, it i: well knowan that he
hrs for many year  beon workin s on o »requel, an account cf what
hapnened in the early d.yr loug before tle Third .je world of LotR
which will recouat the events behind certain of tle sketchy notes in
the appendice: of Lot and scctterzd throuh toe vain work, What is
not so well kaown ic that thir work dates bhcu 1~efore TotR wae ever
thought of. Tolkien has written, “The uythology (and a = scinted
longuages) first becan to toke rhepe during thc 10141 war, The Fall
of CGandolir (zic)(and che birth of MHorendil) wis written in the hosp-
ital and on leave after survivins the Battle of the Scrne in 1916.

The kernel of tlie mythology, the wmatter of Luthien and Deren (sic
arice from o« s@all woodlrad glode filled with “liemlocks® (o other
wvhite embellifers) ncar Qoo on tle IHolderness peninsular - to which
I occasion-lly weat vhen free frow regiiental duties while in the
Huiiber CGarrison in 1913.7 (*2

Ore ¢ trace it bock even further, for Tolkien has elsc naid,
“The re«l seed vas st .rting whea I wis quite « child by inveating lang-
uages, largely to try and canture the ethetic mode of the longui-es I
we~ lecrning, and I eventu:’ly :i.de the discovery th:t lenjuaze coan't
exist in = void and if you invent = 1. nrudage yourc~eli you can't cut it
in helf. It h.d %~ come alive -~ so »e-lly tle 1l mguepes c.ae first
and the country ~fter. (%3)
Or, =z DickdPlotzy, founder of the Tollidien Society of .onerica hes prt
it, “/hile evolving hig linguage: , Profeu or Telkien began to cre.te
nythology and cultures and history ¢nd neople te zo with then, Then
he invented a »lace for the people to live cnd struggle, a pdlace he
colled tidAle-ecrth, - (*4)

come of this invented nythnlopy was ured to »rovide b .ckpround in
bit , in which there were already some »oferences to the older
- "‘ﬁﬂfond, (londnliin, the Hish-eives, and the orcs.” (L:5/viii)(<5)
in the rome plece T olkien . oyes that though he storted work on Lot”
sonn after finishing The Hebbit and before its »ublicution, he daid
not continue -t it 1on1} but returned to hin: older nythos. - I wished

first to comnplete and et ia order th nytbclogzy and lersends of thae
uldeA Days, wi.ich had tlen beon tahing shape for sore yauri. T desired
to do thi~ for iy owi cotisfoction, nd T had little hope that othex
neonle would be interestel in tais worl:, esnecially -~ince it w.r prinae
rily Iinguictic in insp iration nd wis begun in order teo provide tle
nece  rary background of ‘fllistory' for lvish tengues.

iimhes thor e vhose advice and o»ninion I sousht corrected 'little
hope! to 'no hone', I went back to the sequel®, that is LoiR.
Melkien -upplesients this elsewhere by the statenent " yhen I offercd
it to the publicshers fir:t and they turned it down they were too
hi h and irighty. Dut anow TLCER has becn & ~uccess they w.nt it, and

of cource now it lios to be v .d¢ to Tit.: =




50, since 1954, Tolkien has been off and on, polishing up these early
teles and ‘making them fit'. 'nd certainly for almost as long his readers
have been waitins, to get the chance to read thie work, to 2t lest know
the tales of the Elder Days. A fcw hints appearcd in The ‘dventures of
Tom Bombadil; the revised edition of LotR contains a new section on
Feanor 2t the beginning of :ippendix ..; and a =wltitude of intriguing
zlimpses are supplied by the notes on Tlvish texts in The Road Coes

Ever On.(*6) However thi= ir hardly satisfictory. SRR S SR

To patisfy my own curiosity «s much as po-sible, I reveral years 2y0
began collecting in one plece <5 nruch data on the Elder Days ws I
could find in Tolkien's books cnd elsewhere. On cach rereading of the
books some new incident or previously unnoticed connection would
come to my attention. The result is a reacon.bly coherent narative,
though not on unbroken one., ¥From it, and from verious frugments from other
sources, I present the following tentative gummery of The Silmerillion.

Dick Plotz rtates, 'The filmerillion , Professor Tolkien raid, is a
collection of epic poens and storier covering the origins und early
history of mnany of tie people and event~ presented in TLotR. There
are stories of the beginnings of the Valar, the anpgelic powers:hiddle-~
earth is a monotheistic world, with & God called The Onec, Eru in Elvish,.
His :cons are the engelic powers who are the gucrdians of the world.

Eru keeps ¢ watchful eye over them, but they actuxlly fulfill the ranc
purpoce &5 the Greek and Norse godr. (*4) Professor Clyde S. Kilby,
who in 1965, had the opportunity to rcad the worl' us it then existed,
h.s said, "The whole story will,Prof.Tolkien thinks, be about as long
as the QING when it is published. In 196" he told me, by way of o very
quick - & sort of one rentence =summary ~ that it was about the Creation
and ¥oll, That covers quite = bit of territory. ...There is in it «a
becutiful - a truly beautiful ~ crection story, and then there is . rebel
cronr; the sort of angelic host. If this sorunds very prosaic, I can tell
you that the etory «s a whole is compareble in deteils ~nd power to

the RIKG «+ (*7)

The neme of this revil Vala', this ‘iprime IEnenmy', (III:426) is
Melch:r. (*8) The name resembler lielgart, the god of the ancient city
of Tyre, whose namec necwr to mean ‘Iling of the City". In Fhoenician
mythology he was the gon of Ba‘al Hodad, the wuprene god of the pantheon
whoi. the Crezks identified with their Zcus. lielgart they called Heraclas
but coulc not have felt the identific..tion to be too close ar they
usually went out of their way to dirtinguish the #Tyrian Heracles®
froin their oun native one. This does not appear to be very sinister.

However, like his father Hadead, llelgort was often given the title
Ba’:l, « common Conacnite and Hebrew word meaning flord” or ‘master:.
ind this Tyrian Ba'cl appewrs in the Bible «lmost continuously from
I Kings 16 when his worship ir introduced in Samuria by King Ahab
«fter his marriage to the Phoenician Princess Jezebel, to II Kingr 11
when this Ba'al';: Judecan termple is finally destroyed by the young king
Jehoiada, This is the Ba’al whose worshin is 50 ctrongly tpposed by
the prophet Elijah, and whose cult vas o strongly advanced by Oucen
Jezebel, who is presented in the sources as a fountain of unending
wickednerc.

The Valar, Tolkion's anrpels, iay owe their name to the Finnish

word ‘valari®, “Shining ones”.The Valar were spiritu.l entities who
could assume various shapes. *.fter their demiurgic labours, they came
znd dwelt in Arda, “The Realmi’., They did ro because of their love ~nd
desire for the Children of God (Erusen), for who: they were to prepare
the realm',The future forms of Jilves and llen had been revealed to thenm
though they had no part in their design or waking, end the precise time
of their appearance was not known. ...The Valar assumed these fornms.
...Fana is an Wlvish element with the primary meaning “veil“....

In Ouenya, however, the simple word funo ccquired & special sense.
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Owing to the close sepociation of the High~Elves with the Valar, it
we.s applied to the tyeilst or freiment:’ in which the Valar presented
themcelves to physic2l eyec. They were bodies in which they were self-
incarn:ted. ...In these fanor they later presented thencelves to the
Flves, and appecred S5 DCrSOns of majestic (but not gigantic) stature,
vested in robes exprensing their individual natures ~nd functions.

The high -Elves nald that these forms were alvays in somc degree
radiant, ac if suffused vith & 1ight froin within.® (2:66)

The Lord of the Valar was named lianve in fuenya, and alre known 25
the BElder King. (R:Sj) Hig namez is vapuely reminiscent of lLiancwyden,
A celtic god connected with the sea, and called licnannen in Irieh
teles . Manue's wife wes called Vords “the Fxalted in Ouenya and
Elberet “ster-queent in indarine She wes also called Ilentari, -Star-
queen' and Eigﬁg}}g_JSt.r~kindlcr~ in Cuenya, the latter title also
appearing in Jindarin as the cpethet Cilthoniel-A final Sindarin name
was Funuilos ‘bright
(angelic;figure cver
white(as snow) and
ig rendered <57 Onow-

white® in the song

of Gildor and his com-
ponions. Vard.. Was
credited with sowing
the stars in the Sun-
less year, apparsntly
referdng to a time in
the creation of the
universe hefore the
sun oxisted. (I:73f/
117: R:%9,51f£,66.)

~the was often thought
of or depicted, as ctan-
ding .on & great height
looking towards liiddle-
carth, with eyos that
penetrated the fhadous,
and lirtening to the
crice for aid of the
ves (end lien) in
neril or grief.(R:65).

The huntsman of the
Valar wes called
Orom€ in menya, Iaw
in Sindarin, and Bema
by men. He 'alone of
the Valer came often
to liiddle-carth in
the Elder day: j;and
he w..5 credited with
introducing the ances-
tor of the mearas, the
long-lived, cnornously
swift and poverful,
extremcly intelligent
royal horces of Rohan,
fromn: beyond the Sea.
The “Kine of . raw®
way be o named cither
because he lco brought
thein over, or becure

he war accustomed to
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hunt then (III:319/%95, 346/1431).This Araw who comer from the West,
Annun in Sindarin, is ohv1ously connected with the ancient British
deity Aroewn, Heod of Annvm vho avnpears as o hunstman following a
pack of white red-ciored hcundsz, and in The Mabinogion is credited
with bestowing on mankind the race of pirs.

In Valinor was the llountain VYall, the Pelori. The hlmhe 2t of the
“elori, and so of &1l the uountalrv then on ourth wvas Taniquetil
‘high white peak', «lso collied Ciolosce, Hevor—gnow—whlte' “Upon its
summit were the domed halle cf ‘anwe and Virda. The land of the
Valar vas illuminuated by the 1i ht of two treces, Telperion the White,
eldert of trecr, =2nd Liurelin the Golden.They ~tood on « meund necar
which wags Valimer or Velm.r, “Angel-home', the city of the Valar.
(I1TI:250/308f, 314/508;0:61%,)

Let us now »ass from the Valar dwelling in the Undying Lands and
turn to the Mortal world of liddle-earth. This of couse i simply
Fmarth as we know it, tuoush «pparently in thore days there was sone
kind of solid conncction betwzcen it and the Undying Lands in what is
now the Mid~Atlantic. The name +~iiddle-ccrth' suzgests the concept
found in most culturces that their land or the ~roun of lénds of which
they have knowlege <re in the centre of cre«tion, with the other nore
Fantastic realms of gods, demons, marvelous lands of men, the cky,
the Underworld, and the encircling cea round about. In 0Old ¥nglish
Middle-earth is distinguished from Heaven, Hell, and Fzerie. In the
Noree Eddus the corresponding hidgord (iliddle-yard) ir surrounded by
Niflheim {Mist-home) to the north, firey luspcell in the “outh and
Jotunheim (giant-home) to the north and east. Above somewhere ig Asgard
vhere the gods dwell and :1fheim (Tlvenhone), while below are the
subterrancan lande of the Darl ceclves -~ correrponding to Tolkien's
Orcs -, and Niflhel (lMist-hell), the land of the dead. There i= also
Vanaheinm, perhaps thought to be in the far west.

In Tollkien's iididdle-carth several sentient races came into being.
The Ilves cre called the ‘"Elder Kindred (III:>49/303), "Ilder Race’
(III:84/101),"¥lder DPeople' ' (II:208/365), and ~“Pirstborn' (I:235,729!,
257/%20, IT:45/55)cnd would thercefore scen to he the first created.
Throuzh the woods they'roaned while men till slept (II:L5/55)
nemory of their crection may be hidden in the cOmparison of Merry and
Pippin in TFangorn to Velf-children in the dceps of time peering out
of the Wild Wood in wonder ot their first Dewn. (@1:62/70)

“The Llves far back in the Elder Days become divided into two nain
bronches: the Vest Zlves (the #Eldar) and the Bast Flves. (INI:405/505)
“Elves has been used to translate both Quendi,ithe spealere™, the High-
elven name of «ll their kind, ond Eldar, the name of the threc lkindreds

that sought the Undying lealm ’ Eldar would seem to mean—-pecple of the
Storgt. (I1%:415/519)

w8 for men, ‘llen were creouted feomewherce necr Leke Doikal'®#(*9)
Other thon that, we linow nothing.

The Dwarves are o:id to be a'vice apart',."'0Of their rtrange begiuninge
and vhy ihey arc both like :nd unlike Elves and ken, the Silmarillion
tells, but of this tole the lesser Elves of iiddle-ecarth had no linow-
lege, while the tules of later len arc confused with newories of
other roces ' (ITI:410/512) These ‘tales of later men® may rcefer to the
sccount in the Tddas in which the gods created the Universc out of the
flesh of Ymir, the decd frost-gicnt. iaggots bred in his decaying flesh
and by the decrce of the gods they acquired human understo.nding
and the appearance of men, although they lived in the carth &nd in
rocke. '(*10)

“Tolkien's Duarveu called themselves ‘haz.d, a name which had rem:incd
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ieince Aule gove it to ther ok their weking in the decps of time.”

The Dwarvec of LotR were idescendants of the MNaugrim (Dpuarf-folk) of

the Tlder Days, in whose hearts ¢till burns the ~ncient fire of Aulc

the Smith, <«nd the cubers smovlder of their long grudge ageinst the
Flves. (IIT:415/518f) Aule the Snith is most plausibly conridered a Vela,
but of course it is not inporsible that he was «n E1lf, & i'an, or even I
one of the first Dwarves.

iDurin is the neme thot the Duarves used for the eldest of the Geven
Fathers of their race, ond the ancestor of 211 the “ings of the Long-
beard: . (TTI:352/438) the eldest race of Dwarves. {(H,03/52)"He =lept
alone, until in the deecp:s of time «nd the awckening of that people he
came to Azenulbizar.i(III:352/L33), that is, Dimril Dole. In Gimlits
song Durin awoke 2lone ia ..n ..gé before the moon war marre’ by the derk
petches now spotting it. He yalked clone giviag nawmes to &ll he saw, as
does the first men in many & folk talc. it last he arrived at Dimril
Dale ~nd looked in Kheled .aram, the lirror lMerc, where he saw appear
about his head in the reflecction the stazs of the Greot Dipper in the
appecrence of a crown, & pign 1t SeCcns, of hir future kingship. Accepting
the sign, Durin mede hic home there “ipn the caves above Kheledzaroices
in the cwst of the lidsty HMountains... wherc aftervards were the lines of
lloria renowned in song. '

“There he lived so long that he was known for and wide = Durin the
Decthlesn. Yet in tiie end he dicd before the Wlder Days had passcd,
ond his tomb wes in Khozad-dum (iloria); but hic line never failed."
(1:329£/L11£3111:352/630,439f) And ever after thosc who looked in
the Mirrorficp. saw no imege of themselves, but only reflections of the
rurrounding mountains <nd, even in dnylisht, the ctars. (T:340/430)
Compere this with the verse from the Iddas:

Hotnognir vas their night ruler,
Greatest of dvarves, and Durin after him:
The dwarves did «s Durin directed,
" liany mon-forme made Irom gthe earth. (*11)
Thic ir followed by « list of names fron which Tollkicen hes borirowed
ront of the dwarf names found in Lot.. Durin iteelf mecany iigleepyiin
0ld Norse.

“Whhe most ancient people ~urving in the Third Age were the Onodrim
or Inyd. Lint wos the form of their nane in the language of Rohan.*
(#IT:108/510) It is not cle.r whether Tolkien neans that the *nt race
is even older than the Elvish race , or only that by the Third lAge
there were Bnts still living who were older than «ny E1f =till dwelling
in Hiddle-earth. The Entes rwoere ¥noun to the Lldar in ancient days,
+nd to the Eldar indced the Tnts ascribed not their own langu-ge,
but the desire for specch, 1(IIT:405/510) As Treebeard say:,

WTt was the elves that cured us of dunbness long ago. (11:76/95).
0f their carlicr croation, we lkaow nothing, rave that Trecheard
cleims they were “made of the bones of the ocarth.i(II:69/113)

“The lnts and “ntwives .. .u.llzed together and they housed together.
...The ints loved the grest trees, ond the wild wocds, and the slones
of “he high hillo; and they drank of the movntain-strecns, and
..te only such food &5 the trecs 1et fall in the path; and they lecraed
of the flves and spoke wit.. the trecs. But the Pntwives pove their
ninds to the lesser trees, and to the necds in sunshine beyond
the feet of the foreuts; and ithey saw the sloe... .nd the wild annvle
2nd the cherry ...xnd the pgreen herbr... and the sceding gyasser.
They did not desirae to specelk with these things, but they wvished
them to heer <~nd obey what W5 5..id to them. The “ntwives ordered
them to grov according to their wishes, and beor lexf and fruit to
their 1likinge....50 the PEntwives made gardens to live in . But
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(the Ents) went on wondering, and (they) only came to the sardens
now and again. (IL:79/99)

The role of the Elder in bestowing ~pecch on the Ents seemr typical
of their acctivity in the Ilder Days. “they alurys wished to talk to
cverything, the sld Zlves did.... Zlves began it, waking trees up,
and lecrning their trec~talk. (1I:71/90) The t-lking birds who apnear
still in the Third sage woy also be the results of rsuch Eldarin exmeri-
nenting, for to a bheing who can induce sentience and swneech in plants
the achievement of it in <nimals would be but little mastery. Tom
Bombadil, or Iarwein Ben-adcr, -oldest wnd fatherlers i(I:2786/347)
claims to have been cround before cven the first dron of water, not
to cpeak of the first trce.(I1:1:2/102)Yet Gandwlf gives the title of
“the oldest of all living things (TI:142/209) to Trecbeard the Ent.
Perhaps the ILarwain, though oxisting previosly as some sort of spirit
of ncature, vag only given o« full living exirtence by the Eldar following
the creation of Ents. Or his incarnation in a living form mey be the
result of the Valar or of his own will,

The three Kindreds of the Eldar were ‘the Light-clves and the Deep-
elves and the Sca-elves.'(H:178/15L) .TheEldar were tall, fair of skin
and grey-cyed, though their locks were dark, save in the golden house
of Finrod; and their voices had more iielodies than any mortal voice
that is now hecrd.  (III;415/519) It would secin that the greater part
of the ildar settled in Beleriaad, an area of land which was beyond
the DBlue liountains and which loter scnk into the sca. They called it,
or ..t lecazt that purt where they dwelt, Elvenhome.(L:204/250;T.B.:14).
Of its geography we hove only names: Tgsaflnan/Nan -tasaricn ‘vale of
willows', Ossiriand wherec flowed the seven rivers of Ossir, the high-
land of Dorthonion /Crod-na-Thon, ¢nd the forert of Neldoreth/Taur-na-
Neldor through which ran the cnchanted river Esgalduin.(I:206/250;
11:72/90; III:L3kL)

The glories of the Dlvish culturce of the Iilder deys,and of the
ending of those glories, are told in the first stenza of the poem
"The Hoardi:

Vhen the moon wos new and the sun young

of =ilver and gold the fods sung:

in the green grase they silver spilled,

and the white woter they with zold filled.

Ere the »nit was dug or Hell yawned,

ere dworf was bred or dr.gon spawncd,

there were flves of 0ld, and rtrong spells

under green hills  in hollow dells

they sang an they wrought nmany fair things,
and the bright crowns of the Blf-kings.

But their dooin fell, and their song waned,

by iron hewn and by steel chained.

Greed that sanpg not, nor with mouth smiled,
in dark holes their wecalth piled,

praven silver and c.rven gold:

over ©lvenhome the "hadow rolled., (T.B:53)

The villain of the picce is lielchar, now known as the Crcat
Enemy (I:206/260), The Dark Power of the North (III:406/507),and
in Sindarin as |orzoth which contains the element rior meaning
“black" and so wight mean “Black Power'., His iron crown (I:206/250)
connects hir: with the “iron'' mentioned in the above poem, as does
Angband, the name of the plnce in the North where he dwelt, which
contalns the Elvish word ang ‘fironw.(T1:206/260) Horgoth's realm
was a land of unnatural bitter cold, some of which still lingered
in the Third Age ¢ little more then ¢ hundred leagues north of

the Shire.(III:321/399)
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So "the Great Darkness camc, and (the Eldar) passed away over the
Sea, or fled into far valleys, and hid themsclves, and made songs. of
days that would never come -=gain(II:71/90) “Then when the Darkness
ciame in the MNorth, the Entwives crossed the Great River, and mcde
new gardens, and tilled ncw fields, and (the Ents) saw them more
seldom,"(II:79/99)

“The urcs were first bred by the Dark Power of the North in the
Elder Days. (III:L09/511) "It is & mark of cvil things that came in
the Great Darkness that they cannot abide the Sun® (II:76£/96), and
so it in that Orcs ‘don't like the Sun: it mokes their legs wobble
and their heads giddy.' (H:100/95) They “cre cruel, wicked and bad-
he.rted. They make no beautiful things, but they wnake many clever
ones. They can tunnel end mine as well as any but the nost skillful
dworves, when they take the trouble, though they are usually untidy
and dirty. ...They hate cverybody and everything, aud pirticularly
the orderly cund prosperous. (H:73/70)“They had no lan;uage of their
own, bhut took what they could of other tongues and perverted it to
their own liking; yet they made only brutal jarpons, ncarcely suffic-—
ient even for thei own needs, unless it werc for curscs and abuse.And
these creatures, being filled with malice, hating even their own kind,
guickly developed as many barbarou~ diclects ws there were groups or
settlements of their race, so that their Orkish specch was of little
use to thei in intercourse between different tribes.'(III:409/511)

iTrolls are...counterfeits, node by the Encmy in the CGreat Darkness,
in mockery of Iints as Orcs were of [lves. Ents are gtronger than trolls®™
(I1:89/113) *In their beginning far back in the twilight of the Tlder
Days, these were creatures of dull and lumpish nature and had no more
longuage than beasts, (II1:410/511) '"Trolls... must be underground
before dawn, or they go back to the stuff of the nmountains they are
pade of, and never nove againu”(H:51/52)

/inother horror crected o used by HMorgoth were Balrogs, apparently
some sort of fire spirit.(I:34%4/430;11:105/434f;T11:353/439) Finally
there were evil things in spider shape, the children of Ungoliant.

(II1:332/L427)

Of the horrors inflicted on Xlves and len in those days we can but
guess. Nor is it clear why all did not attempt to flee over the Sea.
The Realm was rupposcdly vprepared for the, yet len were forbidden to
ever seck to come there, but must remain mortal. The Valar were not
pernitted to take from them the Gift of llen. (IIT 315/%90) MNor is it
ever clearly stoted that the East-elves were allowed this journey,
which may thus have been limited to the @ldar alone. The reasons for
this ban remain as yet unrevecled.

TO BE CCNTINUED IKN LALLORN 8
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