
THE RELIGION OF A HOBBIT

by Belladonna Took

" R e l i g i o  P e r ia n i "  -  the r e l i g i o n  o f  a H ob b it .
I ju s t  could  not  r e s i s t  the g lance  a t  S ir  Thomas Browne, and 
the temptation  to  see how a Hobbit  would l o o k  in L at in .

I have o f ten  been asked what the r e l i g i o n  o f  a h o b b i t  
might be .  In the f i r s t  p lace  i t  must be remembered that  
P ro fe s s o r  T o lk ie n is  h i m s e l f  a Roman-Catholic  ; and though he 
never g iv e s  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h is  f a i t h  in LotR, and u n l ik e  
h is  f r i e n d s  C .S .Lewis and Charles W ill iams never attempts 
e i t h e r  a l l e g o r y  or the emploiment o f  r e l i g i o u s  m y s t i c i s m -  
y e t  he can r o  more f a i l  to convey h is  b e l i e f s  in t o  h i s  w r i t i n g  
than a t ra in ed  s in ger  can s in g  out  o f  tùne.

We a r e ,  however not shown the H obbits  p r a c t i s i n g  any 
r e l i g i o n ;  y e t ,  they b e in g  so l i k e  Engl ish  country  f o l k  at 
t h e i r b e s t ,  one f e e l s  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  must s u r e l y  have been 
incom plete  w ithou t  a church ,  and the church b e l l s ,  and the 
solemn walk t o  church on the a p p r o p r ia te  day o f  the week- 
and a churchyard? S u re ly  theyburied  H obbits  a f t e r  t h e i r  long  
l i f e s p a n  w ith  the proper " dim and decorous  mirth? But I 
doubt whether Tolkien thought out a l l  d e t a i l s  o f  Hobbit  l i f e  
to  a complete  c o n c l u s i o n .

The r e l i g i o n  o f  the Elveswas a d i f f e r e n t  m a t te r ;  t h i s  i s  
w e l l  s e t  out in the Appendix t o  " The Return o f  the King .
I t  is  not  a dogma but a h i s t o r y  in i t ' s  e a r l i e s t  past almost 
amounting to a Genesis or a Theogony^ the s t o r y  o f  the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Men and the Higher Race,  and between
the Higher 
se p a ra t io n

Race and the Div ine  Powers, and the gradual  
o f  the r a ce  o f  Men.

The a c c o u n t ,  under the head ing ,  "The Numenorean Kings 
takes us back t o  the e a r l y  days o f  the High Elves  and_the 
H a l f -  E lven .  The Eldarwere a race  su p er io r  t o  Men having 
" im m o r ta l i t y  w ith  the l i f e  o f  the world"  ; the Edain or Men 
were s u b j e c t  to  the " Doom o f  Man", which is  a l s o  c a l l e d  the 
g i f t  o f  Mien, that  i s ,  death .  Both Men -and E lves  were under 
the r u le  o f  the V a la r ,  who appear to  be the Gods; b u t ' t h e  
Valar themselves  were not  supreme in powe^ s in c e  there  were 
th in g s  they were not  permitted  to  do.  T here -are  h in t s  o a 
h ig h  o v e r r u l in g  power, more p u rp o s e fu l  than theD es l ing  
Pate o f  the a n c i e n t s -  a p r o v e d e n t i a l  W i l l  gu id in g  w ith  u l t im a te  
purpose the a c t i o n s  o f  the Valar as w e l l  as o f  Elves an 
Men............  .............

The Valar dwelt  in Valimar,  the Uttermost West,and 
t h i t h e r  the ra ce  o f  Men might not  go .  In e a r l y  times there  
were some who r e b e l l e d  against, t h e i r  l o t ,  d e s i r i n g  o o 
en ter  the " Deathless  Land " and to win im m o rta l i ty ;  and 
from t h i s  time there  a ro se  the subsequent d i s c o r d s ,  an^ 
banishments,  and dooms, that  separated  men f r ™  ^ lv e s  ;and 
bee-an the cosmic  c o n f l i c t .  In some ways t h i s  resem bles  the 
C h r is t ia n  idea  o f  " the P a l l  o f  the Angels and the consequent 
" P a l l  o f  Man "• I t  must be remembered that  C .S .L e w i s a l l e g o r i s e s  
the C h r is t ia n  cosmic pattern  from the c r e a t i o n  to  the Day o f  
Judgement, in the " Narnia " s t o r i e s ,  and suggests  i t  a l s o  in
Peralandra.



Opposed to  the Valar i s  a c o l l o s a l  power o f  e v i l ,M o r g o t h ,a n  
almost  a b s t r a c t  e v i l  o f  which Sauron is  o n ly  the a g e n t .  Whence 
t h i s  e v i l  comes and what i s  i t ' s  r e l a t i o n  t o ' t h e  F i r s t  Cause, 
To lk ien  does not  attempt to e x p la in  to  u s -  i t  is  a s u f f i c i e n t l y  
overwhelming problem in terms o f  the world we know. No doubt 
the problem o f  t h e o r ig in  o f  e v i l  was w e l l  debated by the 
I n k l i n g s ,  but LotR was not  the p la ce  f o r  such a ta s k .  But 
th ere  is  no doubt  whatever that e v i l  e x i s t s ,  and that  i t  i s  
c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d -  that i t  i s  the enemy and e x i s t s  to  be o v e r ­
come- and that  though the threat  may be a p p a l l i n g ,  and the 
c o s t  o f  v i c t o r y  t e r r i b l e ,  y e t  in the end good must overcome 
e v i l -  that which is  h ig h er  than the Valar w i l l  not have i t  
o th e r w is e .
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Why are  there  no wise  men on Jersey?  W e l l ,  i t  
went l i k e  t h i s :  One day in the S ta te s  o f  J e rse y  
the B a l i f f  sa id  that  the ga l low s  had r o t t e d  
away and needed r e b u i l d i n g .  One Deputy then 
s tood  up and sa id  "Why not bu i ld  a stone  ga l low s  
and i t  w i l l  se rv e  f o r  us and our c h i l d r e n . "

J e rse y  has never r e co v e r e d  from the 
r e s u l t i n g  m assacre .
Taken from "F o lk  t a l e s  o f  Guerns y"  by a Lt.  
Governor about the turn o f  the ce n tu ry .

Graham England.


