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B efore  I s t a r t  -  I know I have only  read "The Narnia 
C h r o n i c l e s "  and the three Garner books ,  but y o u ’ re g e t t i n g  th is  
anyway.

Coming a l l  a t  once in t o  the realms o f  f i c t i o n  other  than the 
standard S c l  F i  ty p e ,  one n o t i c e s  that  i t  is  much harder to  
c re a te  another world  than t o  w r i t e  a s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  S . F . n o v e l .  
To c r e a t e  a t r u l y  v i a b l e  o ther  w o r ld ,  i t  is  no use merely to  
s e t  your s to r y  in  another world  geography,  or t o  have wierd  and 
p e c u l ia r  p e o p le s .  One has to  capture  th a t  sense  o f  something 
fa r  more d eep ly  I n t e r fu s e d ,  a r e a l i t y  w ith  which t o  c l o a k  your 
a l i e n  p e o p le s '  m o t iv e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  and lands .  And most important 
o f  a l l ,  you must Invo lve  the f e l l o w  t r a v e l l e r  in the f a t e  o f  
your wor-Ed.

The standard method f o r  d o in g  th is  seems to  be some s o r t  o f  
Adventure ,  which you f o l l o w ,  or o th erw ise  in v o lv e s  you in the 
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  that w or ld .  In Middle  Earth o f  cou rse  we have two 
main ad ventures :  B i l b o ’ s and F ro d o ’ s -  plus o f  n e c c e s s i t y  th e ir  
a t tenda nt  minor s k i rm is h e s c ,  These p ro v id e  the prime means o f  
e x p l o r i n g  the t e r r a i n  o f  M idd le  Earth ,  and in the Narnia t a l e s  
adventure once again c a r r i e s  the can. But here there  Is the 
knowledge that Narnia is_ an other w o r ld ,  u n l ik e  Middle  Earth 
wherein we " l i v e " .  There Is another i n t e r e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e ;  
in Narnia the va r iou s  c h i ld r e n  seem to  be f a i r l y  f r e e  agents 
( o n ly  in "The S i l v e r  Chair" is  any compulsion p laced  on them) 
and take up s id e s  as they w i l l .  In ' th e  Rings o f  course  Frodo 
does choose h i s  fa t e  f r e e l y ,  but one f e e l s  that  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  
pressures  are  put on him, and a f t e r  a l l  the Ring HAD to  be 
d e s t r o y e d .  Once t h i s  compulsion is  in motion the fu r t h e r  
happenings proceed in q u i te  a l o g i c a l  manner.

What then do these  adventures  r e v e a l ?  In the Narnia C h ro n ic le s  
one f e e l s  that  the f a c e t s  o f  Narnia r ev ea led  through the 
c h i ld r e n  are c rea ted  on the sp o t  by Lewis,  though any d i s b e l i e f  
thus engendered is  removed by L ew is ’ s humour, and t o  a great  
e x te n t  rendered a c c e p t a b l e  by the c h r o n o l o g i c a l  nature o f  the 
books .  Anyway, who cares  I f  i t ' s  a b i t  odd in p l a c e s ?  i t ' s  the 
s t o r y  that  counts? Such f r i v o l i t y  has no p lace  in Middle  E arth ,  
ordered as i t  is  by i t s  h i s t o r y ,  c a r e f u l l y  c o l l a t e d  and re v e a le d  
in d r ib s  and drabs throughout the s t o r y .  I t  is  t h i s  almost 
p a i n f u l  documentation which s e t s  ' th e  Rings above i t s  f e l l o w s  
( f o r g i v e  me i f  I h a v e n ' t  read C ab e l l  e t c . )  and p rov id es  almost 
end less  o p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  the reader to  become in v o lv e d .  One is  
f r e e  to  wander through the whole h i s t o r i e s  o f  four  r a c e s ,  two 
c o n t i n e n t s ,  the power o f  ^ v i l ,  and the Three Ages o f  the World.  
The s t o r y  Is  s p r in k le d  w ith  a l l u s i o n s  to  these v a r io u s  p a s t s ,  
m ost ly  in the form o f  assumed knowledge or names s oken w ith  
obvious s i g n i f i c a n c e :  " E l e n d i l ? " ,  "A ' .Elber eth"  e t s .  But 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  Gandalf  or Aragorn or other w i l l  g iv e  us (v ia  the 
H ob b its )  a potted  h i s t o r y  l e c t u r e  to  f i l l  us in .  These 
h i s t o r i c a l  b a ck f la s h e s  occur in Narnia t o o ,  but the essence  o f  
r e v e l a t i o n  in Narnia is  a c t i o n .  I t  is  easy  t o  see that  the 
methods o f  r e v e a l i n g  the World so  fa r  mentioned are  v ery  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  to  the  p l o t ;  we may need to  know the h i s t o r y  o f ,  sa y ,  
Mordor, in order to  continue  the journey  or f i g h t .  This is  
c l e a r l y  o f  im portance ;  no p l o t  -  no jo u r n e y -  no d i s c o v e r y .  Even 
more s o  in Narnia, we can on ly  ex p lo re  that  world by adventure 
in N a rn ia 's  t e r r a in  and through N arn ia 's  t ime.

But f o r  Middle  Earth there  i s  yet  another  method, perhaps 
the most pow erfu l  d e s c r i p t i v e  method there  i s :  P o e try !  I n c r e d i b l y



there  are n e a r ly  s i x t y  poems, chants and s im i la r  in ' t h e  Rings 
a lo n e l  Ranging from t a n t a l i s i n g  g l im pses  o f  past  heroism (The 
Lay o f  G i l - g a l a d .  And I f i n d  i t  t a n t a l i s i n g  even i f  you d o n ’ t )  
t o  the e p i c  poems o f  E a r e n d i l  and Nimrodel .  Prom the homely 
f r e s h  a i r  p lea su res  o f  H obbits  to  the In ca n ta t ion  o f  the One 
RingJ Whole s t o r i e s  are encompassed by these  i n c i d e n t a l s ,  and 
more, they capture  as noth ing  e l s e ,  the atmosphere o f  Middle  
Earth .

Somewhere at  the beg in n in g  o f  t h i s  I mentioned those  Garner 
books.. W e l l ,  here  I go :  t o  me they l i e  s q u a r e ly  in the realm o f  
c h i ld r e n s  f i c t i o n ,  jus t  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  then the Famous F ive  
books .  There ju s t  I s n ’ t any meat in them. C a d e l l in  (G a rn er 's  
w iza rd )  seems s l i g h t l y  com ic ,  he c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ' t  in s p i r e  any 
c o n f i d e n c e  in me at  a l l .  His Elves are  l i k e  a bad dream, i t  is 
on ly  h i s  Dwarves who have any sembleance o f  r e a l i t y .  And what 
o f  G arn er 's  other  world? Yes ,  I know the s t o r y  i s  s e t  in our 
w or ld ,  and the m ag ica l  elements are on ly  p r o j e c t i o n s  from 
o u ts id e  -  or outwhen -  but t h e i r  impact on me and my world 
(a p a r t  from i t s  r e le v a n ce  to  the p l o t )  was v i r t u a l l y  non- 
e x i s t a n t .  I t  i s  on ly  the Old Magic In "The Moon o f  Gomrath" 
which moves me, and th is  by nature o f  Old Magic not G arner 's  
ha nd l ing  o f  i t  in the s t o r y .

‘ So there  we are  then, Garner 's  up the s h u te ,  N a rn ia 's  a good 
read but not l i v e a b l e ;  on ly  Middle  Earth  seems t o  l i v e  on in 
s o l i t a r y  sp len d ou r .  Though somewhere there  must be books o f  
equal  s ta nd ing  -  can anyone t e l l  me where?


