
occasion came into his mother’s  bedroom ... and 
found it occupied by Jack. li.e Lewis] and Joy in 
a compromising position.” Since Wison gives 
his source precisely, and I w as visiting the 
Wade Center on other business, I read the 
tran script o f Lyle D orsett’s  interview with 
Douglas Gresham. I read it twice, yet could find 
no mention o f the incident Wilson recounts. 
There is a  p a ssag e  in Douglas Gresham's 
memoir Lenten Lands in which he sa y s  th at he 
"soon learnt to  knock f ir s t” before entering 
the room his mother and Lewis shared a fte r  
they were married. And Lyle D orsett, in his And 
God Came to, w rites o f  the pre-marital period of 
growing love between Lewis and Joy. But no 
"compromising position” here, either. Where 
did WHson find it - and what, exactly, does he 
mean by the term ?

This lapse, and the pugnacity o f his 
position on Mrs. Moore, a s  wel a s  many small 
errors, call Wilson's scholarsltip into question. 
Every biographer must speculate when 
documented fa c t  runs out, but he must not 
present speculation a s  fac t, nor shotJd he 
ignore or su p press evidence because it does 
not support his personal view. An example of 
the latter is Wilson’s  claim th at " The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe grew out o f Lewis’s  
experience o f being s t in g  back into childhood 
by his d efeat a t  the hands of Elizabeth 
Anscombe a t  the Socratic Club” in 1948, and 
th at "a  nursery nightmare version” o f th at 
debate appears in Lewis’s  The SOver Chair, with 
Anscombe c a s t  a s  the Queen o f Underland. 
George Sayer t e l s  the origin o f the Narnia 
books much differently, and more credibly. The 
germ o f The Lion w as with Lewis since he w as 
about sixteen - an image o f a faun with an 
umbrella and parcels in a snowy wood - and the 
sto ry  developed when chidren evacuated from 
London during the 1939-1945 war stayed  with 
Lewis a t  The Kilns. Wilson p a s se s  by this 
reality in order to  put forth  a  psychological 
basis fo r the Narnia stories, not very
successfully.

Wilson’s  controversial opinions, 
provocative manner, and im perfect scholarship 
unfortunately overshadow the good qualties 
o f CSlew is: A Btography and have made it a 
cause ceiebre in Lewis studies. Lewis 
en thusiasts will read the book if only to  see  
what all the fu s s  is about, but they will find t  
to  be, in spite o f it s  fau lts, a  very stiimiating 
biography of a fascinating man. Readers of 
MaMom wffl be in terested  especially in Wilson’s  
many appreciative re fe ren ces  to  Tolkien and 
quotations from unpubRshed comments by 
Tolkien on C.Si.ewis. Wilson clearly has an 
in terest in Tolkien, and perhaps wB write his 
biography too, In time. If he does, one hopes 
that it will be written with a s  much vitality a s  
he put into C&lewts, but with rath er more care.

OXONMOOT ECCENTRICITY SURVEY, by Sarah J. Sturch

Abstract

Until recently very little research  had been 
done into eccentricity, but it w as popiiarly 
supposed th at societies in terested  in speculative 
fiction had a relatively high proportion of 
eccentrics. The E.PJD.S.T. w as used to  m easure 
eccentricity, f k s t  b  th e  Oxford Tolkien Society 
(Taruithorn) using the Christ Church Christian 
Union a s  a  control, and In the Tolkien Society,using 
established population norms fo r  comparison. 
The Tokien Societies w ere found to  have a 
relatively high level o f eccentricity. This could be 
because both eccentricity and speculative fiction 
are  associated  with an exceptionally vivid 
imagination.

introduction

Although a g reat deal o f  research  h as been 
done into normal personality and into mental 
dborder, fa r  le s s  is known about th ose  perfectly 
healthy people with exceptional ch arac ters or 
who do unusual or outstam fng things. Very little 
indeed lias been done on those people known a s  
eccentrics: to date  the only m ajor investigation 
w as th at conducted by Dr. David Weeks and Kate 
Wardl. A fter a nationwide appeal for volunteers, 
they found 130 eccentrics whom they interviewed 
extensively and te s te d  with C a tte fs  16PF, hoping 
to  find common tra its , demographic 
characteristics, activities and In terests or style 
o f thinking. It may a t  f ir s t  glance seem strange, 
if not nonsensical, to  look for common 
ch aracteristics in a  population who specialze in 
being different, but although eccentricity can be 
expressed  in a multitude o f ways, it could have its 
cau se  in similar w ays o f thinkingJiackground or 
personality tra its .

■»
Weeks outlines seven criteria by which 

somebody could be regarded a s  exceptional. The 
f ir s t  is extremity; the second rarity, possession  
o f special a ttrib u tes or unusual combinations o f 
attributes; fifthly, doing perfectly  ordinary 
things in extraordinary ways; next the violation 
o f the normal "rules” o f "normal personality”; and 
lastly abnormal nr disordered personalty . 
Eccentrics fit m ost of these. Many had extreme 
sc o re s  on the 16PF, with 46 getting extreme 
sc o re s  on more than one trait. They are  very 
rare: possibly only one in ten thousand people in 
G reat Britain are  eccentric, and in other 
co in  tr ie s  they may well be s t i l  rarer. They are  
extremely curious and many are  highly 
imaginative. They also find many unorthodox 
w ays o f doing everyday things such a s  eating, 
sleeping or getting from one place to  another: fo r 
instance Iving in a cave or driving a mEk float.
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It is popularly believed (particularly by 
critics who disapprove o f the genre) that 
speculative fiction a t t r a c t s  a large number of 
eccentrics and th at f an tasy  and science fiction 
fan  clubs and appreciation societies are  full of 
people with highly eccentric personalities. 
Indeed, some have gone s til  further and 
suggested  that read ers o f speculative fiction 
are  "out of touch with reality” or even "a bunch 
o f costum ed loonies”. Clearly such pejorative 
language, backed up by nothing further than a 
cursory glance a t  some of th ese  societies’ more 
colourful activities, is unacceptable. However,it 
is possible th at such societies do contain a  small 
pool o f eccentrics and people who to  a  le sser  
extent show eccentric characteristics. One 
society that may well do so  is the Tolkien 
Society. The Oxford Tolkien society, Taruithorn, 
h as a  mainly student membership, so  when 
testing fo r eccentricity levels it w as n ecessary  
to  find a suitable control group rather than 
using tbe stan dards found by Weeks and Ward 
when testing the normal population. Most 
societies involve people of sim lar t a s t e s  or 
su b jec t which could have led to  a  bias creeping 
in, w hereas giving questionnaires to  friends 
would afcnost certainly have led to bias. In the 
end the Christ Church Christian Union w as 
chosen a s  a  suitable control, since its  members 
cover a good range o f su b je c ts  and in terests, 
being united chiefly by common reigious b e ie fs. 
Since eccen trics o ften  have strong refigious 
feelings, any bias would be on the side o f caution, 
with weaker resu lts than would be found with a 
perfect c r o s s  sample of Oxford undergraduates.

Method

Eccentricity w as te ste d  using the 
Eccentricity Predisposition Self-Test (E.P.D.S.T.) 
developed by Weeks and Ward a s  a result of 
their study o f eccentrics. Su b jec ts  were asked 
to  answer all the questions, marking w hatever 
answer seem ed more appropriate whenever 
neither fitted  perfectly . Questionnaires were 
given out a t  meetings and su b je c ts  w ere asked 
to  fül them and return them in there and then, 
thus ensuring a good return rate . They were 
then marked and the sc o re s  te s te d  to  se e  if 
there w as a  significant difference between the 
two means.

S u b jec ts  were members o f The Oxford 
Tolkien Society (Taruithorn) and controls were 
the Christ Church Christian Union. Altogether 20 
members o f Taruithorn and 14 Christian Union 
members were te sted .

Results

All the questionnaires given to  Taruithorn 
members and 12 o f the control group 
questionnaires were returned. Eight o f the 
experimental group scored  above the cut-o ff 
score  fo r eccentricity o f 66, w hereas only one

control appeared to  be eccentric. The mean 
score  overall fo r  the experimental group w as 
60.8, with a  stan dard  deviation o f 10.32. The 
mean sc o re  fo r the control group w as 55.25, 
with a stan dard  deviation o f 7.09. This 
tfifference is ju s t  significant (P«0.05).

Discussion

These re su lts  su ggest th at members of 
Taruithorn and Christ Church Christian Union 
are  not drawn from the sam e population. There 
are  more eccen trics in Taruithorn. It w as 
particularly interesting to  find a s  many a s  eight 
eccentrics in such a  sm al society, given the 
rarity o f such people in the general population. 
Weeks su g g e s ts  a figure o f arotrtd one in ten 
thousand, although owing to  the difficulty of 
getting accu rate  d a ta  about the proportion o f 
eccentrics in this (or indeed any) country, this 
figure could have a  margin o f error a s  g rea t a s  
50. The actual proportion of eccentrics could 
be anywhere between one in five thousand and 
one in fifteen  thousand. W hatever the true 
figure is, however, rt is clearly a long way from 
two in five.

The sample available was, however, very 
small, and the resu lts, although significant, 
were not particularly strong. A larger sample, 
using a wider cross-section  o f the community 
than a student society, could yield interesting 
resu lts. The national Tolkien Society has a large 
convention in Oxford every year. This covers 
what is probably the widest range of activities 
o f any o f the m ajor meetings. It is certainly 
the one with the largest attendance. There are 
many people there who could be described a s  
eccentric, a s  well a s  the more serious, 
academically-minded people, it therefore  looked 
a s  though it might be profitable to  give the 

* F-P.D.S.T to  people attending Oxonmoot a s  we#.

Method

The EP.D.S.T. w as given to  all a tten dees a t  
Oxonmoot. Altogether 132 people attended. The 
questionnaires were given to people with their 
registration packs on arrival. A large, dearly 
labelled box w as placed prominently by the 
entrance to  the ha# in which the main activities 
took place, and people were alerted to  its 
position, and asked to  co-operate and fil it in, in 
an appeal over the tannoy a s  wefl a s  in person.

The re su lts  w ere compared to  the 
population norms found by Weeks and Ward 
when they te s te d  the E.PD.S.T. They were 
te s te d  fo r d ifference o f two means.

Results

Many people did not hand back their 
questionnaires, some because o f inabiSty to 
read (two nine-month old babies and a 
nonagenarian with faiing sight), some because



they were not fluent enough a t  Engleh, and the 
remainder gave no reason. Altogether 65 (49) 
were returned. Of th ese, 20 (31) scored  above 
the eccentricity cu t-o ff point o f  66, a  fo r  higher 
proportion than the 0.01 thought to  be found in 
the general population. The average score  w as 
616, with a  standard deviation o f 8.7. Weeks and 
Ward found an average o f 52.5, with a  standard  
deviation o f 11.2jn their normal sample. The 
d ffe ren ce  o f the two means w as te sted , and 
the probabBty o f getting the re su lts  found 
from the Told on Society from a  random sample 
o f  the community w as considerably le ss  than 
0.0001 (>7.165 ). This is  highly significant.

Dtacusekm

These re su lts  seem  very decisive. There 
are  indeed a very high number o f eccentrics in 
speculative fiction g ro ijis  such a s  the Tolkien 
Society. This is  unUkely to  be entirely due to  
demographic variables, although members o f the 
ToUen Society and the eccentrics studied by 
Weeks and Ward do sh are  some ch aracteristics 
in common. They both tend to  be predominately 
"white-color”, with a  wide age  range, and well 
educated. Al are  i te ra te  and enjoy reading. 34 
o f eccentrics said they read  *a  lot” and 37 said 
they had an obsessional in terest in reacing, 
whereas only 2 said they never read  books. No 
d ata  is available on how widely read Tolkien 
Society members are, although presumably 
people who do not read wH not be found in a 
Iterary  society. However, since Weeks and 
Ward matched their normal sample for such 
demographic variables, it is unfikely th at this 
could account fo r much o f the higher 
proportion. It also seem s improbable th at 
rooting speculative fiction could cau se  anybody 
to  become eccentric. There is no obvious 
mechanism for this to  happen.

More interesting is the possibility th at some 
variable asso ciated  with eccentricity is also 
asso ciated  with a  t a s t e  fo r  fan tasy  and science 
fiction. One possible mediator could be the 
possession  o f a  vivid imagination. Weeks and 
Ward report th at many of their eccentric 
sample had powerful imaginations and scored 
highly on the 'TT scale  o f the 1GPF. 10 had a sten  
o f 10,the highest sco re  p o ssU e , and the sample 
a s  a whole scored  significantly higher than the 
general population. A stron g and vivid 
Imagination is also n ece ssary  in order to  fully 
appreciate fan tasy  or science fiction, which 
stimulate and s tre tc h  the imagination oven more 
than the InteBect.

Weeks and Ward did a  muttipie regression o f 
thok- re su lts  on the 16PF and found th at those 
««Gentries who scored  highest on the "M” scale  
also tended to  sco re  highly on the T ’ scale  
(emotionally sensitive and tender minded). 
Members o f the ToUen Society have a 
reputation fo r  being very frientSy and ftsabie: 
the BB£. Rado se r ie s  ”To keep the memory 
green” which looked a t  a  variety o f «afferent

Iterary  societies inckxfing the ToUen Society 
concluded th at they w ere "by fa r  the 
frten d k at”. It would be interesting to  se e  if 
this could be estab ished .

Another Interesting fac to r  Is the targe 
number o f people from other countries who 
attended Oxonmoot and participated in the 
experiment. Although the British hove a world­
wide reputation fo r  eccentricity,it is by no 
means a British monopoly. Arnold-Foster, 
reviewing the T o  keep the memory green” 
series^;om m ents I t  isn’t  ju s t  another asp ec t 
of British eccentricity; it w as American 
stu den ts who scrawled fro d o  Lives’ on the 
waUs.”2 It would be interesting to  know if 
people with a stron g in terest in the works of 
ToUen from other countries are  particularly 
eccentric.

Whatever the reaso n jt seem s a s  though 
speculative fiction does a t t r a c t  eccentric 
people. This is a fa r  cry from the "costum ed 
loonies” o f the critics, and such irresponsible 
comments can o f course only be condemned. 
However, we can safely  conclude that societies 
such a s  the Tolkien Society include in their 
ranks a sizeable pool o f eccentrics.

NOTES

1. Weeks, D. and Ward, K. : Eccentrics: The 
Scientific Investigation. Stirlng University 
Press, 1988.
2. Arnold-Foster, V. : Guerdon Weekend 21/1 /B9, 
quoted in Amon Hen 96.


